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From Top to Bottom Street, Knutsford

With  our pretty streets and ginnels,
crammed with in teresting shops, well -
regarded restaurants and cafes , and

Tatton Park on the doorstep our
Knutsford is a gem.

Here there is a true sense of Community

not only amongst the businesses who support
one ano ther but also amongst the townsfolk,
whose voluntary work cr eates a great sense
of well -being.

Few things are more pleasant than wandering

happily, here for a few hours, perhaps catching an
HIKLELWLRQ DERXW WKH WR Z QesuleRtRheWrited P R RIiabeth Gaskell, or delving into the history
of King Canute during his millennium celebrations.

our town centre, with its Royal May Day, Sunday street markets, intriguing architecture (including

the precious asset of the Richard Harding Watt buildings), shoppi ng for fine products or just offer ing the
opportunity to brows e around, has staked a claim as a distinctive visitor destination and a great place to
be, where old world charm meets modern glamour.

Page2 of 30



10.

11.

12.

KEd Ed?
Introduction
More Recent Studiesf the Town Centre
Public Opinion
An Analysis of the Responses to Public Consultation
The Pedesianisation Question
An (pinion
A Solution
A Limited Vehicular Accessibility Schenfer Knutsford
Existing Parking
Proposed Parking Policy
If
Appendices
A KLVAS Sectors / Conservation Area
B Proposed Traffic Management Scheme
C Canute Plac@roposals
D Elevation of Waitrose Apartments
Elevation of Moorside Apartments
King St Car Park Elevation and Section

Supplementary Information and Notes
Acknowledjements

O T m

666 g & g 660
BE6A A 666H)

58

Em s B

see HEH B
= 6 ™ @5

HEE o
5 m,m;ﬁ»

The Town Centre Portion of the Millennium Tapestry
Reproduced with the kind permission of Knutsford Heritage Centre
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1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

INTRODUCTION

The necessityor an overall master plan for Knutsford Town
Centre has been obvious for some time. The only comprehensive
report was prepared in 1947 and, if implemented, it would have
destroyedthe historic features of the town centre which today are
admired by both residents and visitors alike.

The decisionf the Knutsford Towndincil to prepare a
Neighbourhood Plan (N.P.) for the town as a whole created an
opportunity to study the town centre more carefully amtlude
within the N.P. a section dealing with the town centre.

However, it became cleathat the detail required to prepara plan

(other than just a list of déible objectives) necessitatexdseparate

document specifically dealing with the town centre which would not
form part of the Neighbourhood Plan. The N.P. would therefore only
contain a summary of the basic policitss the town @ntre and no
more and that the Town Centre Working Group should be responsil
for the greater detail.

Discussionwithin the W.G. took place to determine the boundary
of the proposed plan and it was déedto include,in additionto the
core business athshopping areashe grassed area difoth The Heath
and TheMoor. These open spaces contribute greatly to the seihg
of the town centre as theyattract manyvisitors to Knutsford
throughout theyear.
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1.5

1.6

1.7

1.

1.8

19

The Town Centre Working Growgreed inJanuary 2017 th@rimary Objectiveas being-
To ensurahe longterm A] ]0]8C Vv % E}+% E [B@nQentre ics tH{g @eopke livimin and working thereand for visitors.
_ I S ]Jo u%o}Cu vs (oo C o1U
To aC.hIevehisthe Town Centre Plan would need policies which g7 ] P ] E o (E A } ou 3 ] } V %o [ g U }
would: i — . ZIPZ «SE §]
Z S]v v vZv SZ S}Av VvSE [« E]
character. Z Yus iA9 }( E 8]0 *% v JVP ]

Minimise the conflict between vehicles and pedestrians. | |1 i |
Ensure that the town centre is a safe and pleasant place 1

live, do bwsiness and to visit. The Office for National Statistics. 3/9/17.
Promote the development of additional facilities, .

. P ZE E0C «<pu &5 E }( *Z}% %o
businesses and homes. . - - B
P 2 €& & - . icand E]S]*Z Z]PZ «SE S+ ]Jv SZ o

romote t S]iv }( weh@&re @ividand | Z A «$SEuUPPo0 %) %3 5} Z

cultural events can take |_olace. and o Z 1%« &Z & %] EJ]e }( }volv
Create a town centre which will attract visitors and
tourists. The Daily Telegraph. 11/9/17.

Inthe o]PZ38 }( 8Z d}Av }pvnd@proceed] ]}V

with the Improvement Plan prepared by Cheshire Eastincifor the middle section of King Street it was apparent tihatas essential for the
tX'X 8} 3u C §Z AZ}o }( $BromTopuoB 3 §)E "2 @th & /iew to preparing, as a mattef urgency, a traffic and car
parking strategyThis subject has for a very long time been the concern of many of the businesses, residents and visitors as it hathlagen felt
up to the present no accégble solution to the problems caused by the increase in vehicular movement has been formulated.

Consequentlythis initial document is purely limited tdormulating, proposingand agreeing a solution to the
traffic and parkingissueswithout which the town centre is unlikely to thrive
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2.

2.1

2.2

2.3

MORE RECENT STUDIES OF THE TOWN CENTH

The following documents / plans have previously been
prepared:

(a) The Knutsford Town Centre Conservation Area Appraisal
(2005)

(b) Knutsford Town Plamprepared byresidents(2010)

(c) A Draft Knutsford Town Strategy Consultatiof2012)

(d) The King StreeEnhancement Repor2012) prepared by the
KnutsfordTown Centre Wrking Group ad

(e) A Detailed 8udy of aSection of King Streepreparedby

CheshirezastCouncil (2014)

The Neighbourhood Plan Emerging Polic@sestionnaire

(f)

<VuSe+(}E d}Av Wo v
£ US]A ~upuu EC
The Knutsford Town Plan and Action Plan have been prepared
following indepth analysis of the large number of responses to
the Survey Questionnaire. A Working Group of volunteers was
allocated to each of the six topics identified in preliminary survd
They collated all the views expressed by the community, and t
thoroughly researched the topics, including many meetings wit|
agencies and individuals. For example, the Parking section
received advice, free of charge, from a car park design/build
}Jvepod v3X D}E §Z v AUl Z}uE- }( Alg
expertise have produced a review of the opinions of Knutsford
people that would have cost many tens of thousands of pounds
and has the advantage of coming straight from the community
itself.

dz

2017 The W.G. have considered the comments made by the
responding public.

Two of the above documents stand out as being remarkable
thesebeing the Knutsford Town Plan and The King
StreetEnhancement Report both prepared bgsidents

The information within these two reports, the surveys carried
out andthe consultation with the public undertaken are of a
standard seldonseen. The authors did a remarkable job. The
W.G. has gleaned much from the information contained
therein, in particulaa breadth of views expresseturingthe
extensive consultation process.

d, </E'"*dZ d E, E D Ed
Z[ dZ & %}ES % E * vSe SZ
AYE!I C §Z A}opvsd E- }( <vpi
t}EI]VP "E}u% }ve] E]JVP Z
S }upo ] u %o
% E}A]]}v (}E %o
MP eSS Tii

. &]}v YR ASE

vZ Vv
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2.4

2.5

2.6
(@)

(b)

(€)

(d)

2.7

However, whilghese two documents were in themselves remarkable neither
addressedhor proposed a detaileglan whichembraced thewhole } ( <vuSe*(}E [-
businessand shoppingrea.ln particularthe King Street Enhancement Scheme

purely related toone section of King Streass any proposal was limited to the availability
of funding from Cheshire East Council.

This report led on to the Towrno@nci requestingthat Cheshire Eagouncil
prepare a much more detailed plan solely for the section of Binget between
Church Hill and Old Market Place.

This proposal failed spectacularly-as:

It did NOT follow either the recommendations or the spirit of the King Street
Enhancement Plan and hence many residents were disappointed.

The plan did not include any proposals which would increase or resolve the psddeg;
it reducedthe percevednumberof parkingspacesanaspect

aboutwhichmany businesses understandably were verv

conerned. The A50T.R.

The proposals for the resurfacing of the street were of [REIIUCREICVAURRITNEIEEENetl

Zu} Ev] «]PV v ] vi§ & (o & 3 two by the very busy and congested
L A50T.R. It is cause for regret that

of Fhe existing town (.:entre and pedestrians visiting the doctors, the

It did absolutely nothing to address the acute plem public library, Booths supermarket and

of through traffic and only partially addressed the bus statio have to vie with traffic if

obvious conflict of pedestrians and vehiclesire of they require to visit the historic

<SVUS(}E [* %o E]V % 0 *Z}% %o]VP « shopping core as well. Only the

construction of a bypass could resolve

this situation. Therefore, this report
Consequentlythe scheme was abandon@uNov 2015 Rl E N ALE R Sl e R0 S\

v <vpSe(}E [+ Z]-S}E]
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I X i The reportsprepared by the Town Plan Groligted the many observations of the public as to what
they considered to be the most important aspects to resolve. The results of consultation process were
that v JA EAZ ou]vP u i}E]SEC }( <vuSe(}E [« E ] vSe }ve] E 3Z 3
some form or other) was desible. Additionally, businesses within the town centre were inclined, on
balance, toopt for somestreets to be pedestrianised

T X T over the past two yearshere has been an abundance of letters published in Ringsford
Guardian which referred to the town centregardingtraffic, safety of pedestrians and
the need to implement a plan tesolve the issues. Again, whileme corespondents were opposed to
doing anything there has been a clear desire to make the town safer, cleaner, more attractive and less
congested with trafficcombined with a requirement for additional parking. Withe proposed mcrease
in population the leters expressed thpresent arrangements are unsuitakie cater fa
another 950 dwellingssome650 of them now subject gflanning applicatioa

T X T As an integral parbf the N.P. process the Town Council circulated a questionnaire to Beesehold,
part of which requested the opinions of residents pertaining totinen centre. Many views were
expressed, but again, although the questionnairo] & § oC ] EKd u v3]}v Z% *SE]
were many responses which identified the need for such a scheme, or alternatively, to drastically
improve the existing conflict between pedestrians and vehicles.

T X &on the other handl it is also abundantly clear that there is a solid base of opinionhthstpposed
pedestrianisation per se. The scheme in Wilmslow has been citedZd2 a« § tefeXs an
understandable feeling that pedestrianisation would diminish car parking and that without traffic the
streets would appear to be deserted and lack atmosphere. All these factors would lead to loss of
footfall, it is said leading to smaller profitsthus endangering those businesses thatvive and rely on
Z% ¢¢]vP SCE ((1 [ v 8§z ]o]SC }( He*S}u Ee+ S} % EI }usSe] SZ % E
fears are real and it is not theigh ofthe W.G. to ignore or dismiss them but to address them.

T X fltis clear however, that the Cheshire East Council will play a large and very important pagt in
decision which is to be made. WithoutthauSZ} E]SC[* o0 -« <Jal Ro pl&n céhslebbheE }
implemented as Cheshire Ea€touncilisthe responsible authority for highways and the major car
parks and it holds the purse strings to enact any proposal which incurs cost.

T X OTherefore the plan to be put forward as regards traffic management or car parking will have to be of
sufficient quality to be able to convince both Knutsford Town Council and Cheshire East Cfatsncil o
advantages. Consequentgnythingput on the table must not only be sensible, have the backing of the
residents, the businesses atatal councillors, but alsmust be costed, legally sound and capable of

being implementedver a phasegeriod.

COMMENTS

%o [roetaE} ard«fos |} vnariow for
people using a walking frame
and the traffic is too close to
SHGHVWULDQV:

, KDYH WR VKR
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0 X The overall naturef these comments made by thresidents and

(@)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

businesses that have previously been consulted can be summed-up as:
There is too much traffian particular heavy goods vehicles within the
historictown centre.

There is an unacceptable conflibetween vehicles and pedestrians due
mainly tothe narrowness of the carriageways and footpaths.

The speedf some of the traffic presents a danger to pedestrians.

The standardf both roads and footpaths is poanaking it difficult for
pedestriansand, forthose less mobile and theswith

limited vision.

The narrowness of the streetsombined with the exhaust fumes from
vehicles that are often starting and stopping creates a level of pollution
which isunacceptable.

There is oftera shortage of suitably located parking spaces. This depends
largely on the destination of the drivaihe lengthof time they intend to
park, the time of day (or night) and the day of the week and, of course,
the weather. It is also, dependent on how far the vehileccupants are
preparedor physicallyableto walk.

It is often difficult $} ZAJv }A *Z}%[ + CisgithgqvP }v
obstructingthe footpath or inhibiting passengers getting in and out of
their vehicles.

The streets are often blockedither by vehicles loading and unloading or
by drivers taking ages to reverseexit parking spaces onri§j Streetand
Princess Streetuch thatin the event of an emergency vehicle

needing to reach its destination quickiywould be unable to.
Unfortunately, within the town centre there are many occasions when the
public park illegally and drive with a disability badge pavkithout showing
anyconsideration oresponsibility forother road usergoupled with an
insufficient level of enforament.

KE~h>d d(,K7E5$&76

from letters to The Guardian

L,W UHDOO\ LV WLPH ODUJH ZLG
GULYHUV ZHUH EDQ Q Hvay PY"REL7. L

HM)RU \HDUV QRZ ,TYH KDWHG .Q
pavements and street parking, but as | have got,olde
it $ become impossible to look in shop windows whilg
pedestrians overtake or come towards me, and | usu
HQG XS LQ WKH URDG GRGJRQ8

H,TYH UHFHQWO\ UHYLVLWHG P\
City. Its centre has always been busy and popular wi
tourists. | found every street leading to the market plg
had been pedestrianised and the footfall it has gener
LV DPD]LQJT 6" Jan 2015

H.QXWVIRUG KDV D ZHDOWK R K
visitors and makes it a charming place to live, but for
how much longer when the oldest street in town is sd
much in need of improvement. The future of the town
could be bleak unless it keeps up with the needs of th
21 &HQW XU\ ndpec 2015

M/LYLQJ LQ OREEHUOH\ , XVXDO({
decided to pay Knutsford a visit at the weekend. | thif
that it will be along time before | visit again. While the
shops are lovely, it was treacherous trying to push a
pram along King Street especially whanW ZDV Z{

9" Dec2015
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King Street

In total there are at present a minimum 00 parking spaces accessed from Princess Street ha'f =
them being privately owned.

4.2 From the trafficinformation gained from Cheshire East Council it woulplesp that King Street has
in excess of one million vehicles per yeaavelling from south to north. Many appear to be using
the street merely as the quickest or most convenient method of traversing the town centre and not for
visiting the houses, shops or businesses. This is clear to see if one stands outside Watarstav&shes
the vehicles go by.
4.3 Althoughwe have no statistics it is clear &l that Princess Stregtvhile providing access tpublic/private
car parkingnainly acts as a conduit for those drivers who wish to avoid King Edward Road.
4.4 |If it were proposedthat the section oKing Streefrom Church Hill to Minshull Street wer® be
pedestrianisegdmost but notallthe shops and businesses that section do have access from the rear.
4.5 On the other hand whenPrincess Streeis closed for a Makers Marketxactly the opposite is the case.
The list of premises and homes cut off to vehicular accessoisnous andncludes:-
(@) Waitrose public and adjoining private carpark84 spaces.
(b) Numerous properties accessed off Red Cow Yard.
(c) SlatersCourt
(d) Regent Street underground car parR9 spaces
(e) SilkMill Street carparkt 40 spaces
() The Market Hall.
(9 Dwellings irSilkMill Street and Church View.
(h) Boots, WH Smith, Waitrose and Coop. /Ro#ice.
(i) The Cross Keys and the Rose and Crown (King Street).
() Lloyds, Santandemd HSBC Banks
(K Knutsford Methodist Church.
() Landto rear of Fine & Country
(m) Numerous shops andfices.

4.6 ltis therefore inconceivabléhat a pedestrianisation scheme should be imposed on PrirSest. Princess Street

4.7  Similarly, to close CanutBlaceto traffic would be unwise as it is the one area of on street car parking whichitisditry time, provides an
essential asset for the adjoining shops and is used predominantly by (very) short stay parkerarfyomorning to late in the evening. The
vehicles are always on the move. To remove or significantly reduce parking in this locality would adversely affect mamytehiopsediate
vicinity of Canute Place to a very great extent amdild eliminate taxi ranks.
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XA order to determine a solution appropriate research on the success or otherwise of streets
which have been pedestrianidavas undertakenThe following documents on pedesinisation
are available:

(@ Impact of pedestrianisation and traffic calming on retailing review of the evidence from
Germany.

(b) Reimaging urban spaces to help revitalise our high stredbept. for @mmunities and
Local Government.

() dZ /v % v v3 E A% PeddiriadSatiomTovhs say: we want carg.
25/9/1999.

(d) Valuation of townscapes and pedestrianisatio@epartment for Transport 23/2/2013.

(e) Big ideas for Toronto. Pedestrian Only.

(f) Pedestriant Only Shopping Streets Make
Communities Moreliveable Planetizen
03/01/2011.

(@) The pedestrian poundThe business case for
better streets and places. Living Streets.

(h) The hiddendangers of pedestrianisatioby Ludo =
CampbeHlReid. RTPI The Monocle Forecast 201p. =

(i) Street Design for A Dept. of Transport.

n
N

Bergen, Norway

A Xifione visits many UK and European towns and cities whengysihg streets have been converted
to exclude vehicles, virtuallyithout exception they are busy aretonomically viablghere being
few, if any, empty shops. They are safesise and attractiveThe very best examples are located
in historic centres not dissimilar to our Knutsfdrdt they include also large cities such as Vienna.

Vienna, Austria

Most pedestrianised streets seem to thrive but teeare examples where this is less tride nearest excellent example of a successful and extensive
schene of pedestrianisation is Chestde footfall appearing to be extremely heavy. Eveni®at a weekend in 2016 closed the lane Champs
Elyseesn the centre of Paris to all vehicl€Sonsequently, the Mayor of Paris has deemed that the Avenue be dio$eadfic one Sunday a month.
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OX iFor residentsand visitors ke the historicquality of ourtown
c vSE ] }( PE
range of shops including some multiples and several bandés
numerous restaurants/public houses. It is a delight to visit
especially on May Day, Sunday Makers Markets and whenever
there are special event®otentially i serves the community
well.

OX Tt is therefore difficultto criticise the quality of ambiee of the
town centre BUThanges are necessary to improve the overall
experience of ALL who visit, work or reside in the town centre.
The most important of the changes identified in all the
consultations previouslgnd more recently undertaken are
traffic and car parking provisiand the wish of many to close
certain streets to traffic.

OX TTo do this and to do it well is not as easy aitks. Every town
is different;each town has its peculiarities drthere cannot be
one predominantsolution especially in the case of Knutsfo

OX dconsequentlybefore embarking on any proposal the W.G.
undertook a survey of cars being parked on streets and within
the private car parks associated with individual business
premises between Tatton Park entrance and the railway station.
Cheshie EastCouncilprovided information pertainingo the
VHu E }( Ee % EI Al3Z]v §Z }uv Jole

similar day and time. The average occupancy on that survey was

63%.

OX firhe W.G. survetook place migmorning on Tuesday™July
2015 andexcludedcars parked within the curtilage of individual
dwellings. In additiojthe cars parked just outside the town
centre where it was clear that these belong to people employed

& u % } E Spintriguing, [ihasia JvsU 13

E

within the centre who regularly parked their vehicles and
walked into the town centre daily were counted.

Such roads includeldlereheath Lane, Tabley Road, Grove
Park and thday-by adjacent to the Water Towesn
Mobberley Road etc.

0X Orhe number of cars counteplus those within public car
parks and making an estimate of cars parked within
individual privatehouses/flatsmeanthat in the region of
2000 or more are regularly parked within or immediately
adjacent tothe town centredaily, even when the
town is not particularly busy.

OX Ot is clear toothat at other times, for examplesridays and
Saturdays although thle may be fewecars belonging to
employees, there is a greater demand for parking from
shoppers, visitors and families using the tojmecreational
facilities.

0X G\ny proposed traffic and management schenmeust

therefore, considerthat in excess of 2000 vehicles
either have the existing right to be driven to these spaces
at all times, day or night or they require appaopriate and
convenient location to leave their vehicle whilst being
employed in the town centre. The only exception is when
the council applie$or a road closure for The Makers

% IMa l}eézor The Lions Fayre etc.

(UeN

OX OWholesalepedestrianisation is thereforeout of the
guestion, especially when one must consider the need for
businesses to be served with goodstahes convenient
for both the delivery firms and the recipients.

oXiitz SE ASM
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Knutsford

7.2 ltis fair to say that individual members of the Town Centre Working
Groupsuggested a variety of ways in whic¢his coud be
accomplishedalthoughall had the same enthusiasm for resolving
the present unsatisfactory situatiovarious ways were discussed as

to how to minimise vehicles ithe town centre;all agreed that
additional car parks were required but while it waggasted that one or two car parks could be sited on the outskirts of the town

itself to cater for long term parker# was considered would necessitate making provision for the drivers to be ferried into the
town. Ideally this méer will need addressing in the future during the Neighbourhood Plan Process.

Limited Vehicular Accessibility Scheme

7.3 It was agreed that the three main objectives of the Limited Vehicular Acdasbty Scheme should be:
(i) To retain the opportunityfor residents andusinesses withithe town centre to maitain vehicular access.

(i) To limit severelyextraneous through taffic and hence reduce the totalumber of vehicles within the town centréhus
improvingthe safety of pedestrias, minimisingpollution, providing opportunity to improve the streetscape and the
guintessentiaatmosphere resulting in dongterm increase in footfall.

(iif) Toprovide for discussion a detailed repo#s to how additional convenient car parking can be provigétin the town centre
to meet the everyday needlof the residents
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8.1 ALIMITED VEHICULAR ACCESSIBICHEMEOR KNUTSFOR™

To control the flow and destination of traffic the commercial heart of the town

the centre has been subdivided into three sectors lingitbut not prohibiting access
- These sectors are:

()  Western Sector  Princess Street.

(i) Northern Sector  Canute Place, Tatton Street, the northern end of King Street
together with Old Market Place and Egerton Square.

(i) Southern Sector  Church Hill, Church Walk, King Street to the South of Old
Market Place and Moorside.

Knutsford

Limited Vehicular Accessibility Scheme

O X These three sectors will ultimately haadimited number ofccesesand a

separate exit or exits. There is an overlap between the northern and sousieetors but the road layoutill be redesigned so as nit

the long termto allow traffic tocross from one sectao the other, other than the limited numberoZs EA] [ v u Jvd vv A Z] o -
whichwill be permitted to use theentral section of King Street.

O X For theLVASo0 be fully implemented it is proposed that consideration is given to theomstruction of the northern end dfloorside as this
road is unmade and is in a diabolical state of repair, grdie to the town. Moorsideould then be extended to meet Hillside Rpad

enabling traffic to travel in a northerly direction exiting the town centre. Simultaneously, the newly constructed roadpemunldp views of
The Moor Bol and provide some additional estreet parking.

O X ® subdivide onesector from the othetwo short sections of roadg¢each approximately 50 metres in leng#re to be closed to all traffic.
These are-

(i) The very narrow sectiors of Princess Street between Red Cow Yard and Waitrose and
(i) That section of King Street between ThBlational Westminster Bank and The Bath House shop.

Thesection ofKing Streetwould be closed permanently to all vehicles, completelyesigned, repaved and transformed into an attractive
space for pdestrians, making the shopping experience all the beffre PrincessStreet sectionwould be redesigned to be pedestrian

friendly but alsdo facilitate the passage of the occasional goods vehicle over a certain length at specific timedayf. fiteere are several
ways that would be controlled.
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0 X AiTo achievehe closureof the northern narrow section of Princess Street a new
vehicular access from King Edward Road to the existirghreEastCouncil
(Waitrose) car paris proposed tde constructed. Thisntailsthe construction ‘
of a short slipoad for traffic travellingsouthfrom the Canute Place roundabout , : ‘
only. Vehicles will not be able to enter the stgad when travelling sm the i
direction of Toft Road or be able to exit onto King Edward Road. The exit will b
via Princess Street as it is nokvparallel and integral with the slip road there .
is the opportunityto redevelopthe car park tgrovide the same numbesf public 7l BLACKBURN mz’“ ‘
andprivate parkingspaces plus 2a@8partments each with its owrparking space. "“_" el - v
This aspedis described in more detail later. It is difficult to see how the : =t 4\
construction of this access will inhibit the traffic flow on King EdwaatiRo "

"1\ §

constitute a danger to other road users or pedestrians.

O X OThe present route to the car pais 4.5m wide, there is rfootpath and the
traffic is two way. It is presently totally unsatisfactory forgtesent purpose.
The proposal is for ane-wayflow into Princess Street via a carriageway of
3.0 m width alongside whichauld be a footpath adjacent tGascoignédalman
1.5m nh width which would extend through to King Edward Road linking the two
roads. This would replace the existing public right of way which diagonally
crosses the car park.

PKE2 VG

Princess Street
O X OThe premises on the western side of Princ8sset which is intendetb be closed to (most) traffibave limited vehicular access from

Canute Placgadjoining the White Beagsublic touse) Those on the eastern sideill continue to gain access from either Red Cow Yard or
Slaters Yarcheither of which will be affected.

O X OPrincess Street will be the subject of an enhancement plan making it generally much more pedestrian &sethdiynumber of vehicles
using the street will be greatly reducgas fewwill now use itas a throughroute. \ery few premiseswill be adversely affected
by this proposal and the safety of pedestrians, especfaliyhose walking to and from Canute Plaeéll bemuch saér and pleasanter.
There will be a small lsf onstreet parkingspaces buelsewhere there are separate grosals to offset thigoss.
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0 X OAs previously statedCanute Place is an important (short stop) shopping locationit is an extremely busy place artespite the central
refuge difficult for pedestrians to crossafely as there is n@rossing where pedestrians have priority over vehicles. Howevet, thé.S
presents a good opportunity to make improvenis.

0 X | Irhe existing bus stojis to be resited onto King Edward Road wiitspecially constructed2.0 m londay-by being created in the wide
footpath outsidethe Waitrose car park.

0 X i fThe ideais to close thesoutherncarriageway alongsiddié Cranford Cafe keeping the Sainshuearriageway one way only in its current
direction. Canute Place from the roundaboutRancessStreet would be radesigned removing the central refugad providing in total an
additional 15parking spacebetween the roundabut and Minshull StreetAwell-designed3}Av Ze<cpy E [ u spE]VP «bu 1du £ ifu

proposedto provide seating (as there is now) andadtion for the annuaChristmas tregkeeping the three traditionally designed lamp
posts in their present positiorf.he road layoutvould be such that 3 p&ing spaces would hawan electric powesupply, Sspaces (suitably
enlarged) would be for unloading of commercial vehicles tgire C 8§ A£]<[ ]1v §2nd 3Awill be Bolely for the disabled. There are
none at present. Thdesign would ensure that the parkingare v $Z Z-&JA @ odld be utilised on special occasions for social and
cultural activities.

0 X i Vehicular accesacross the Canute mosaic
alongside the newsagents will be closed except
for pedestrians and access to the rear of all the
properties to be vilRed Cow Yard. This may we
need a certain dege of cooperation between
the various owners of the land to the rear to
enable this to be put into place
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0 X 1 Trhe southern lengttof Tatton Streetalongs] UMV *}v[e ]¢ JvE v 5} v A Crlydie@iohwas far hréeh Street.
This will enable an additional@-street parking spaces to be provided on the eastern side withouirapgdiment to the traffic flow
Ju]88]vP §8Z &E Vv30C E & *% < O0}VvPe] upv <}vie AZ] Zz Z A tw@wagtraffic epmol (] vs SE ((
continue as the carriageway is even narrower thizat outside Laura Ashley.
Although it would be desirable to increase the width of Tatton StremhfGreen Streeto GeorgeStreetby 700mmto enable proper two
way traffic and orstreet parking CheshireEast Council have said that the cost (at this point in time being in the regfi@25000) would be
prohibitive butthis should be reconsideredin the absence of a road widening scheme @muncihas provided a passing bay by
eliminating two parking spaces opposite Laura Ashley and adding thesehieed of the parking. This doassist the flow of traffic which
this scheme suggests should continue to be two way.

0 X i dtis intended that Green Streetemains unchanged except that vehicle
will not be permitted to enter from Manchester Rodg reconfiguing
the junctionensuingthat all vehicles when leaving Green Street onto
Manchester Road turn left only using the roundabout should they wis
to proceed northward along ManchestRoad.

0 X i fiihe Gaskell Avenujinction with the roundabout will beeconfigured
to prohibit vehicés joining the roundabout fromhe Avenuego improve
the flow of traffic by lessening the number of junctipns
otherwise there are no other changegsabling the school coaches a
convenient and logal route to The&knutsfordAcademy whilst
maintaining access from the east for the businesses and residents.

0 X i Ohe section of Kingtreet i}]v]vP d §8}v W EI[+ VvSE
be made tweway with the elimination of two parking spacestlie on
street parkingproviding a passing bajmilarto that now existing oTatton *SE SX dZ ¢ ¢% = §} ZE (v [ C JvP }v
space at each end without seriodaninution to the necessary visibility Igys. This change will enable vehicles going to and from Hillside
Roadand Drury Lane a much better and quickeut®by avoiding the necessigjwaysto traverse Mnshull St The direction of traffic in
KingStfrom Drury Lane to Minshull & to be reversed towards the tow@entre when it will either turn up into Mishull Sor left into
Old Market Plae adjacent to The Bath Houdsop. The complaebn of the Moorsi@ link roadwill allow Minshull Sto be traffic free
should that option be decided olater. To facilitate improvements tthe junction of Mereheath Lane, Gami&oad, Tatton Stnd
King Street it is proposed that a roundabout be constructed¢ate a natural right of way farehicles.
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0 X i Ghis section comprisesections of King Street namely from the railway to
Dispensation permits and Chester city ¢

Church Hill and the entrance to the car park and secondly from e
there to Old Market Place opposite the National Westminster Bank.

<ial vehicles to park with a dispensation permit in lo

ut only where the vehicl

0 X | &he lower sectiorof King Street will remain as it is but due to the - Kl ey

nature of theLVAShe number of vehicles using this section of King T el

Street will be considerably reduced as it will no longer be a short cut. B s o reciiomtact =t ieast flve days before 1 weeis s i T
Commercial vehicles over a certain weight or length will be prohibited i

from entering King Streeat all times.

We use cookies

0 X | Bhe central sectiomf King Street (the subject of the abandoned Cheshiré.
East Scheme) will have vehicular access severely restricted. Apart from the fact that any vehicle travelling alongmhiglseggntually
end up leaving the town centre by the way it came in under the railway bridge, there will be restrictimnhagiming as to when
deliveries and maintenance vehiclemncaccess this area.

0 X 1 It maybe asked how the middle section of King Street can be environmentally improved and still be vibrant. Look at Regent Street,
forget the criticism oflie use of materials, the street has many advantages.
(a) It has both retail and residential uses.
(b) Itis predominantly pedestrian
(c) It has no pavements, no yellow lines and no problems for goods vehicles delivering.
(d) Itis well lit and is thattractive pedestria route from Princess Street to King Street between Minshull Street and Church Hill.
(e) Despite being pedestrian friendly, at the lower end of Regent Street is an underground car park for 29 cars and you \koovd ihot
proving that a shared surfac@ cetain instancescan work for the benefit of all.

It is therefore prgosed that should the suggested LVAS be implemented that a separate detailed study is progressed to recommend a
major environmental and streetscape plan which will well and truly enh#ime@ambience of King Street making it an interesting and
enjoyable street to visit and to do businesstaining it historic characteby being predominantly pedestrian

O XT1itis proposed$z § §Z + §]}v }( D}}E-] 0 } v P €hurck Wale @h€ \wayon in the direction die railway bridge
v 0]vP ZPrgadE s sysiem QginKingStreet and Moorside via the Cheshire Bastg Street car park to be implemented.
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Discussion has taken place as to whether any change should be made to the direction of traffic on dHweakindj in mind its junction
at the King Street end’his junctionhas nil visibility fovehicles entering King
Street and large vehiclesich as refuse disposal lorrigave great difficulty
turning left into King Streednd these vehicles are relatively short compared
to some. Additionally, therbas beerseveralinstances when the

tus]«u has@een damaged by vehicles crashing into the shop.
Consequently, it is proposed to close the lowest cobbled section of Church
alongside Church Hill Gallefiyr reasons of highway safety and to prevent
drivers using this attractive narrow street as a rat run. It has been noticed t
when this section of road has been closed either due to repairs to the road
in the interest of safety when it has snowed or the road is icy, there has be
no signifcant adverse effects to traffic flows in the town.

v E 0 }uu vSe

The concept of the.VASor Knutsford Town Centre and Conservation Area
to retain and improve the towrentre into an areavhere footfall can

flourish, the public can be safer, the air is cleaner andgheironment much
improved ly not being dominated by motarehicles. Within the historic coiiastead of yellow linegparking spaces will be sympathetically
marked out & they are in many continental towns, streatittér removed, lighting enhanced so thaindow shopping will once more be
possible whilst additionatar parking iso be providedas will be described later in this report.

&or the most parthis concept is achievablpurely usingexisting traffic and parking legislation. The one exception is that the

proposal can only baully completed ifthe link to Hillside Road hyneans of a reconstruction of thexisting umadehighway; is
completed.

it may be considered that some of the detail proposed is tricky in roaddd@ycs GEus p$ ]( }v /A& u]existingrpackleydat [
there are already some very good examples as to how thiireztion of traffic aids traffic flow and is accepted by the residents. For
example, Stanley Roadase way only adjacent tthe Council @ices, then two way and l@nd Bexton Road one way again. Similarly,
Bexton Road has a very short sectiomoé-waytraffic adjacent to the Police Statio®newayroads work very well in Knutsford and there
is no reasorwhy any future scheme should not perpetuate this method of highway layout.
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0 X i Insufficient parkingwithin the Town Centre has been the opinion of many residents and visitors when asked for their ideas on
how to improve the town entre, second only to the undesirability of the narrow hiawafficked streets and lack of any

pedestrianisation.

0 X 1 Unquestionably at times there isin insufficient number of car parking spaces to meet the demand especially during weekends
and on days when events are taking place. Even on a normal working day many vehicles are parked on residentialid@gads outs
and sane distance from the townentre to the annoyance of the residentslowever, the unavailability of suitably located
parking spaces has been overstated purely because there are peaksagtd in demand. Furthermore, the turnover of
vehicles within a spa&cis oftenrapid leadingto spaces becoming vacant on a regular basis.

0 X T As mentioned earlieiin this report Cheslre East Guv Jo[* }Av sp@EA C }v dp * C JoopeSE 5§ §Z 8§ }v §Z
§Z }uv Jo[e E % EIle (pooegdeptidhof jfe@eAd thé réaf of the Waitrosetere which unfortunately
allows very lengthy parking at a relatively modest cost.

0 X OWith the potential increase in the number of households up to possibly 1000 by 2030 plus the anticipated increase in
population of <vuse(}E [ Juu ] § rojere c&oclaim that it is unnecessary to have a plan whitdreases car
parking facilities as soon as possible AND during the next twelve yeasres tha a plan for many more places is approved
and implemrentedU ¢ §Z]e J* u i}E& }v @&V }( <VUS*(}E [« CE ] VS

0 X fIf the town e@ntre is to flourish as a result of the adoption of a plan to improve the experience of residents and visitors to the
town, then this will undoubtedly result in an increase in demand for spaces irrespective of population growth.

0 X OUnfortunately, the potential need for car parking spacesnnotbe quantified with any accuracy over the next 12 years? There
are so many unknowsiand potential variablethat it is doubtful whether a definitive number can be arrived at. Hence, this
report does not purport to suggest a target for additedrgpaces or evemtime framefor their provision but that does not
mean that theauthorities should not consider various possibilities as to how to increase the number of spaces or be dilatory in

taking action to do so.
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i1 X1 This report recommendstavo-prongapproachto improving and increasing the number of parking sgadehese are)i
modifications to the exishg onstreet parking provision anfli) the redevelopment of three of the existing Cheshire East
}UV ]odremrks.

(iXi D} 1(] 8]13Ys E£]3WPEVSE % EI]VP
Onstreet parking spaces are possibly the mesbnomicalway to provide additional spaces. However, if the proposals for the
traffic managementvithin the town centre aramplemented this will result in som@iminution of spaces. There will be a
reduction within the section of King Street between Church HillBr@Bath House sbp. There will be a lesser
reduction within Princess Street and minor variations to the number presently parked on Meadjacent to fie Moor.
On completion of the Moorside extension to Hillsideadit would be advisable tban parking on the upper eraf the road
to enable the free movement of vehicles when the traffic volume increases.

A more detailed study of existing etreet parking is requiretb illustrate how on
street parking can be increased to more than compensate for these losses, and in
to increase considerably the spaces availatithout compromising highway safey

or traffic movement.

A summary of the significamhanges are as follows:

0] Tatton Stbetween Mirshull St. and Green S# spaces(Repositioning spaces)

(i)  Green Street 6 spaces(Redefining)

(i)  Gaskell Avenue 10 spacegBy extending)

(iv)  Canute Place (inc loading) 15 spaces(By redesign)

(v) Bexton Road 10 spaces(Redesigningx Hackney Rank)
Total 45 spaces
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Within the town centre are six Cheshire East Council car parks providing a total of 640 spaces of whidlatiore&treet, King
Street and Hncess Street (Waitrose) provide a potefiar redevelopment.

~ o d 88}V WE&I§ E

This car park currently provides 144 car parking spaces plusubaiantialspaces for coaches. The car park has a lower, mostly
flat area with access from Tatton Street and a higher level opaeking on the site of thdisused gas work3.he lower area
accommodates 66 vehiclgsith the balance on the higher level. Of the two distinct areas, the lower level would be more
suitable for the erection of a mufstorey car park whilst thproximity of Elizabeth Gaskell Coud the higherlevelwould

inhibit the desirability of creating a mulstorey of any height in that location. Similarly, to excavate and form a lower level area
of car parking would necessitate sheet piling within 4.5 metres of the rear of the Elizabeth Gaskiellitich would be totally
unacceptable to the residents and involve the removal of at least 200 fully R@&on vehicles of potentially contaminated

earth. The cost of doing this would be prohibitive (except in London or Central Manchestetheltefore proposed that each
level be looked at as a separate entity. If the two coach parking spaces were tesivedrelsewhergby careful replanning and
extending thehigherlevelcar park slightly towards Queetreet,the present numbepf spaces could be increased from 144 to
177 without any significant expenditure.

In the due course of time and following the development of the King Street carwhigh is of prime importance, the lower

level could accommodate eithéh) the construction of a second level by using a modular second storey system not requiring
foundations or(ii) the constructionin the long termof a multistorey car park to incorporate (without any significant lotsar
parking spaces) 9 apartments over 3 floors facing onto Green Street. Each apartment would have its own individual parking
space.

Hence, while the existing number of spaces available isthdZar park couldbe developed in stages to proed.77 or 220 or

260 or 300if the multi-storey car park was ultimately 4S } E irChejght depending on both the demand and the availability of
funding.
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As previously statedhe redevelopment of this site with a new access from King Edward Ruital i® achieving a far
pleasanter, safer and attractive Princé&dseet enhancing its potential f@nvironmentallmprovements The plan

provides for bothrsome ground levgbarking retaining vehicular access to tlagjoining private car parking aagtogether with

the construction of dour-storeybuilding of which theground and first floors would consist of parking with two floors providing
much needed town centraccommodation in the form of one and two bedroomed apartments. On the assumption that

each apartment is allocated one space the numbesgpaices still available for public use rematihe same at 54 of which 2 will
be forthe disabled Developing the site in this wawill achieve nbonly additional housing buwill enhance the view

of the towncentre as seen frorkKing Edward Road, a view thatlisappointing and lacking in ambience. The development of 22
apartments increase the ua ofland considerably and consequently the increase in value will go a long way to funding the
development and theonstruction of a nevaccess road. In additigrthere will be a contribution from the developers via the
C.l.Land Cheshire East Council will receadéitional Council Tax Revenue.

i f N e

Busrmic cacs cove T S— L fEopescns S Faan
-
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This car park is located on perhaps the most valuable realeesitizhin the town centre. Whilét is appreciated that the
prosperity of the town centre would be devastated if no car park existed, the financial return from this Cheshire Ea$t Counci
asset is negligible bearing in mind the cost ofmenance and the cost of managinipe emptyng ofmeters and law

enforcement.
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It is therefore proposed to:

(a) Replan the road layout in accordance with tpeoposed traffic management schenreorporating one new access from
Moorside into the car parking area with separate exits.

(b) Tosubdivide the site into three parcels namely residential, ground level parking andstarkty parking. The lanidonting
Moorside overlooking e Moor isidealfor the development of apartments not dissimilar in concept to the adjoining Tatton
Lodge taking advantagof the tremendous view of THdoor. There would be 15 two and three bedroomed apartments
with a total of 17 garages and parking spaces.

(c) The area beteen the apartments and King Street is most suitable for a ratdtiey car park retaining the existing public
toilets. The lower ground level of the car park would be partially excavated as the land slopes upwards towards the rear of
the King Streetlsops The car park would be five storeys in height and d@hen, it would be lower than the roof heights in
King Street. Three levels of the car park at the Malt Street end would contain offices with a level of car parking below and
above.The income from thaale of the land for the apartments and from the annual rent for the offices will go a long way
to initially fundng the construction and to regy any loanrequired to complete the scheme.

(d) The existing ground level car park behMds1 to 6Moorside woud remain as it is except that it would be-péanned and
enclosed.

The means of access to thar parking would be controlled by barriers with payment being made solely oV\éxéreas
there are now 12&arking spaces the revised scheme provide2ftgpaces on the surface car park plL& gpacesof on-
street parking on the surrounding road systeius 1D spaces in the mutstorey carmark. This creates a total &10
spaces an additiondl5 spacesa 646 increaseX the 210 spaces there atefor the disabled and each floor will have 2
electric charging points. laddition,there are 3 motorcycle spaces on floor numbers 2, 3 and 4.

T ~*tol D]Joo "SCE §

It is not impossible to redesign thisrgaark to obtain a few additional spaces, but ideally there needs to be a total re
assessment of how arfdr what purpose the car parkoald be redesignedbearing in mind that Silk Mill Streetffords
access to businesses in KBigeet as well as the existing residential properties and the €@dpe Store. Hence,

this report does not make any recommendations for chaagthis point in time
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i i X iFor theshort- andlongterm prosperity of the town centre it is essential to provide additional car parking in the immediate
vicinity of thetown centre. Theoccupation of the proposed newagellings will exacerbate the current parking
issues and the last thing the business people of Knutsford want is f@rtspective residents to be put off visiting the town
centre from day one and go elsewhetae to lack of the provision of convenient car parking

i i X TIf the traffic managemenscheme is implemented then there can be bottiminution of conflict between pedestrians and
vehicles and thepportunity to create additionalselective onstreet car parking Consequently, this plan proposes an increase
in on-street parking of 4&paces but simultaneously there will be reduced parking in King Street and Princess Street in the
region of 24 spaces.

i i X TConsequently, this proposal, would providet additionalcar parking agollows:-

Onstreet parking an additional 45
King Street car park an additional 75
Tatton Street Phase 1 only an additional _33

155
Less spaces lost approx. 24
Net increases parking spaces 129

N.B. If the Tatton Street capark were to be fully developed the numberafditional
space<xould increase to 25dependingon the number of storeg the car park is
developed.

i i X drhe foregoing figures exclude the desirable reduction in the currerstet
parking on HillsidRoadshould theMoorside linkbe completed, a lik which enables the newly extendédborside to be
designed to accommodate a lengthaf-street parking to compensate for the reduction on HillsRiead

i i X fFor the purposes of clarity a car parking space has been defined as being 2.4m x 4.8m astreet car parking space as
2.1m x 5.5ma space for the disabled driver 2.7m x 5.8m, and electric charging point. 2.5m x 4.8m and commercial vehicle
unloading bay 3.0m x 6.0m
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You appreciate that internethoppingis radically changing peoppe
shoppingchoicesat the expense obur High Streets,

You appreciate that there tensionbetween pedestrians and
vehicles]v <vpuse streets

Youwould like moreconvenient car parking spacesenalde our
town to attract more custom

Youare concerned for people with limited mobility & for parents
young children and buggies,

You are concerned abopbllution from vehicles,

You are very keefor <v u S ¢ (§CEntreto be an attractive place to
live, do business and visit.
Y YY Y Yhen you will probably agree that

Theseinitial proposals for traffic flow, parking and the
limitation to the number of vehicles clogging up and
polluting out historic town centre need to be
addressed by Knutsford Town Council in associatiol
with Cheshire East Council as a matter of urgency.






F SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION AND NOTES

The success of Knutsford Limited Vehicular Access Scheme described in principle in the
foregoing pages relies on very careful detailing of on-street parking, variations to road and
footpaths layout, parking restrictions, and changes to the design of the road and footpaths.
These topics have been given plenty of thought but the sole purpose of this report is to put
forward a positive proposal for traffic management and additional parking. If these are
accepted in principle then details of the aforementioned topics will be the subject of a more

comprehensive study.
It is however, worth noting the following facts:-

(a) ON-STREET PARK

It is quite clear that there needs to be a
reassessment of all marked-out parking and
unloading bays within the town centre in order
to maximise the number of spaces where
possible, to eliminate them where

pedestrians will have priority and to ensure
that schemes can be prepared to improve, not
only the quality of the surfacing but overall the
character and visual attractiveness of the town
centre. Within the central core of the historic
centre ideally yellow lines with be minimised
with parking spaces being marked out
sensitively as in European towns. Car

thought will be given to the provision of
convenient parking for those with disabilities
and, looking to the future, for the siting of
electric charging points.

(c) DESIGN

The very functionality of a multi -storey car
park of any size makes the incorporation

of such a significant structure within a
Conservation Area very challenging for any
Architect and every Planning Officer and very
difficult for the more discerning resident

to accept. Everyone will have a

different approach to the design solution.
Hence, in addition to the incorporation

of offices into the King Street

multi-storey car park to assist with the
funding, it gives the designer that opportunity

(b) CHURCH HILL / PRINCESS STREE:Tto be more imaginative in the design of its

The W.G. have discussed how to facilitate
traffic emerging from Princess Street
being able to make a right hand turn
towards King Edward Road. To do so
legally at present, drivers have to co-join
the top of Church Hill and then (with

some difficulty) turn right awaiting a

gap in the traffic from both directions.
Neither the Princess Street exit adjacent
to Simon Boyds where vehicles are
prohibited from a right turn or the Church
Hill junction are satisfactory from the
highway safety point of view. The W.G.
recommend that all traffic emerging from
King Street exits adjacent to Simon Boyd
necessitating the repositioning of the lights
to facilitate both a left and right hand turns.

appearance. What is clear is that a brash
approach to the external design of the car park
is unacceptable and therefore a

suggested idea for discussion is included in
these appendices purely to give an example
how to resolve the issue.

With the Waitrose car park with the two upper
floors being residential it will be much easier
to resolve as can be seen with the sketch
provided.



(d) TEMPORARY CAR PARKING FACILITY
Should it be decided to construct a multi-storey
car park on the King Street Car Park or to
develop the Waitrose Car Park this will entail
the temporary loss of convenient town centre
parking spaces. In the interest of the town
thought will need to be given to making
temporary additional spaces available to be
used by the public during the course of the
developments. This document does not
pretend to have an answer, but in such an
instance, it would be wise to increase the
higher level of Tatton Street car park as
described earlier in this report and to

construct a second level by means of a
temporary modular structure adjoining Tatton
Street. At King Street , the apartment
development would need to be programmed
to follow the opening of the multi store

car park. It is suggested that during the time

of the redevelopment of the King Street car
park it may be wise for the authority to discuss
with the owners of the private car park on the
far side of The Moor a contract for the public to
be able to utilise a section of the car park and
to reimburse the company for such use.
Similarly, the adjoining United Utilities site

has a substantial hard surface surrounding the
brick pumping station on the site and it may be
possible to agree the temporary use of the
land for car parking.

Purely as a suggestion, it may be possible

to utilise the extensive car parking area
adjacent to the Bowling Club on
Mereheath Lane as there appears to be
sufficient land to accommodate any
occupier of the now empty offices plus
the bowling club members.

The above are purely suggestions to be
investigated if it is felt necessary to
provide additional parking spaces for a
temporary period of time, should this
plan for traffic management and parking
be approved. Other convenient ways to
increase the number of car parking
spaces during the development period
have been mooted, but the whole
guestion of need and location will

need to be studied in greater detail.

(e) PARKING CHARGES

The failure of many High Streets to be
financially sound has often been blamed
either on the lack of car parking or the
cost of parking, consequently, there is
a strong desire that parking charges
should be minimised if not abolished.
Whatever system is imposed it needs
to be seen to be fair which presently it
is not. To park on the highway is free.

It is also free to park in the Cheshire
East Car Parks after 6pm in the evening

and on certain days, for example, the King
Street car park can be used extensively
during the day at a cost to drivers but in the
evening, especially in the summer and on
Sundays, the car park is often completely full
at no cost to the drivers. The cost of traffic
wardens, the enforcement fines and the
maintenance of the car parks should be paid
for by all who use them not just day time
shoppers. Hence, a full review of parking
charges within the town centre should be made.
The initial thoughts of the Town Centre
Working Group are that there should be no
charge for parking for short periods of time,
whether this be half an hour of one hour or
more has not been decided. What is
absolutely clear, is that the provision of
parking, whether it is on the highway or
within a public car park needs to be paid for.
There should be a balance between the
users and the residents as a whole and this
requires full discussion. An appropriate
charging policy will need to be seen to be
fair and hence potential residents and
visitors to the town centre will not be
deterred by lack of parking or cost thereof.
Any such policy should specifically related to the
requirements of Knutsford town centre.



() CANUTE PLACE AND ROUNDABOUT
Cheshire East Council have disclosed potential
plans for changes to the road layout within
Canute Place and modifications to the junction
either eliminating the roundabout and
introducing a traffic light controlled junction or
increasing the size of the roundabout. These
schemes have not been discussed by the
Town Centre Working Group. Both envisage the
closure of the Gaskell Avenue junction with

the roundabout, improvements to the alignment
of the road between Northwich Road and
Gaskell Avenue junction with the roundabout,
making the turn from King Edward Road much
easier. Furthermore, the plans seen envisage
moving the zebra crossings well away to very
inconvenient locations for pedestrians. It also
suggests an alternative road layout for

Canute Place.

The following are 'off the cuff' comments and
as such do not form part of the traffic
management and parking scheme prepared

by the Working Group.

Firstly, it is accepted by Highway Engineers in
general and Cheshire East in particular,

that traffic lights in such a situation do not
necessarily improve the traffic flow often
lengthening the time it takes the driver to go
from A to B and increasing the length of traffic
gueues. Secondly, the closure of the access to

Gaskell Avenue from the roundabout
will mean a rather extended journey

all residents and the businesses on
Gaskell Avenue, Cranford Avenue,
Racefield Rd and The Academy, along
King Edward Rd and Stanley Road. This
will be particularly so for the school
coaches going to The Academy. Whilst
the closure of the exit onto the
roundabout (as proposed in the
foregoing report makes sense) the
closure of the access does not. The
plans in the minds of the Highway
Engineers for Canute Place itself do
little to improve the current situation,
provide virtually no extra car parking, do
not take the pedestrian fully into
account, whilst costing a substantial
sum of money which could be far better
spent on enhancing a very important
and historic location.

(g ) FUNDING

The cost of implementing the proposals

has not been undertaken, but many of 1
proposals can be put in place by using

the existing legislation.

As far as the redevelopment of the existing
three Cheshire East Car Parks are concerned
the proposals for two, King Street and Princess
Street, is dependent of the simultaneous
development of apartments or the inclusion of
offices, whilst the increased value of the land
will assist in the funding of the proposals.
Cheshire East did allocate a substantial
amount of money for the implementation of
their intended scheme for King Street, now
abandoned, and it is understood that this may
well still be available for the benefit of
improving the town centre as a whole.
Cheshire East have an indicative plan for
changes to the road layout in Canute Place
to be funded by Crown Estates the
developers of the Northwich Road housing
and therefore it may possible to reallocate
this money to ensure the proposals in

this plan be put in place increasing the

car parking provision substantially and
improving the environment and lessening
pollution.



( h) TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMI
Should the principle of the LVAS be adopted,
it will necessitate the introduction of
transitional arrangements especially

with regard to the provision of places"
people to park. Within the town centre itself
there are few, if any, areas suitable for
temporary parking whilst the car parks are
developed, although the report highlights two

areas adjacent to Town Moor. Hence, the W.G.

recommends that the Town Council together
with Cheshire East get together to see
whether, within the immediate vicinity of the
historic core, temporary car parking could be
provided at a reasonable cost.

It has been noticed that the Cheshire East
car park at Booths is seldom at capacity and
has a 2 hour maximum parking restriction. If a
section of the car park could have an
unrestricted time limit then it would be
beneficial for those town centre parkers who
presently park at Waitrose for long periods
or on the adjoining roads all day long.
Additionally, the W.G. recommends that for
events in the town and for those employees
who presently park on the residential roads
surrounding the town centre (to the
annoyance of residents) a parking solution
is found. This may mean an extension to
'Residents Only' permits on certain roads.

() ROAD CAPACITY VERSUS
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT
Comment has been made that should
the rat runs through King Street and
Princess Street be closed then this
would put more vehicles onto Adams
Hill, Toft Road and King Edward Road,
True. However, these roads are of
sufficient width and alignment for a

large number of vehicles and, in
practice, the queues of traffic are
generally at peak travel periods not
continually throughout the day.

In any case, the priority should be on
pedestrian safety, creating a pleasant
environment to shop and do business
thus maintaining and improving the
financial viability of the town centre.

() SUSTAINABILITY

The Working Group is mindful to ensure
that the accompanying proposals are
sustainable. Consequently, whilst it is
outside the remit or the ability of The Town
Council to initiate improvements to the ralil
and bus services it is felt that the current
proposals go a long way to improving
sustainability for the following reasons:-
1. Proposals encourage footfall rather than
vehicular movement by creating friendly
pedestrian oriented streets and areas.

2. By providing additional parking

Knutsford's residents will be encouraged to use the
Town Centre rather than travelling by car further
afield to shop and enjoy recreational activities.

3. The limitation of the volume of traffic within the
town's centre will reduce considerably the level of
harmful air pollution created by slow moving and
idling vehicles.

4. Within the final plan, provision will be made for a
number of well located covered cycle racks to
encourage the use of cycles as a local means of
transport.

5. Where it is proposed to provide additional
parking ie Tatton Street, King Street, Princess Stree
and Canute Place electric charging points will be
installed.

6. The current draft proposals for the
redevelopment of three C.E. car parks includes a
total of 48 homes. All these apartments are within
easy walking distances of both the bus and rail
stations which will avoid the necessity to use a
motor vehicle.

To summarise, the proposals which will assist in
the creation of a vital viable town centre

(k) Highway Improvements

It may be considered by the Highway Authority that
lights will be required at th junction of Adams Hill
and King Street.

Additionally, an improvement to the visibility at the
Manchester Rd. Garden Rd junction is advisable.
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