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INTRODUCTION AND DECISION MAKING 
 

1.1 The council recognises that whilst it is the recipient for the neighbourhood portion of 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) it may be the case that the most deserving CIL 

projects are delivered by partner organisations. This policy sets out the framework 

through which the council will make decisions on CIL expenditure. 

 

1.2 The council will accept bids for funds from organisations delivering services or 

running community assets in Knutsford.  

 

1.3 The council may also prepare its own bids for funds, alone or with partners, which 

will be appraised through the same framework. 

 

1.4 Organisations will submit a bid by submitting an application form and supporting 

documents which will provide the council with sufficient detail to be able to appraise 

the application. The organisation may be invited to meet with the council to provide 

further information in advance of a decision being made. 

 

1.5 All bids will be considered by the council’s CIL Projects Advisory Committee which 

will produce a recommendation to Full Council to approve or refuse an application.  

 

1.6 A committee may defer an application if it has insufficient information to make a 

decision.   

 

1.7 Approved bids will be added to the council’s CIL Projects List.  

 

1.8 The council shall give reasons for refusal and shall not consider a resubmitted bid 

unless the CIL Projects Advisory Committee Chairman, Town Mayor and Town Clerk 

consider the reasons for refusal have been sufficiently addressed. 

 

CIL FUNDING PRIORITIES 
 

In appraising applications, the council will prioritise projects which meet the criteria set out 

in this section. 

 

DEMONSTRATE VALUE FOR MONEY 

 

Examples of how to meet this priority: 
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a) Using CIL funding to attract grant funding  

b) Minimise the CIL requirement through use of own funds, third party funding and/or 

community fundraising 

c) Utilise robust tendering processes to ensure contracted services are cost effective  

 

MITIGATE DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS OF DEVELOPMENT 

 

Examples of how to meet this priority: 

a) Deliver infrastructure identified as being required in the community   

b) Connect developments to town services and assets 

a) Address issues generated by developments  

b) Provide long-term enhancement of the natural environment or contribute to a 

reduction in carbon emissions 

 

DELIVER A LONG-TERM TANGIBLE BENEFIT TO THE COMMUNITY 

 

Examples of how to meet this priority: 

c) Use CIL to safeguard and increase the viability of community assets for long-term 

community use 

d) The project to have a lifespan in excess of 20 years  

e) Demonstrate the benefit will be sustained with revenue expenditure   

f) Use CIL to reduce running costs or increase revenue generation  

 

DEMONSTRATE COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

 

Examples of how to meet this priority: 

a) Deliver on aspirations identified in the Knutsford Neighbourhood Plan 

b) Undertake a community consultation on the proposed project 

c) Produce evidence of a need for the project in the community 

 

FOLLOWING A FUNDING DECISION 
 

3.1 The council will look to secure long term community access for any projects delivered 

with CIL funding; this may be in the form of community use agreements or legal 

charges.  
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3.2 The council may attach any conditions it considers in the interests of the wider 

Knutsford community. 

 

3.3 The inclusion of a project on the CIL Projects List does not commit the council to fund 

the project and depending on demand there will be worthwhile projects which the CIL 

available will not be able to fund.  

 

3.4 The CIL Projects Advisory Committee will review the CIL Projects List following the 

receipt of CIL funds and determine whether it considers a recommendation should be 

made to Council for a project to be awarded funding.  

 

3.5 Funding will not be awarded on a ‘first come first served’ basis and the council shall 

be under no obligation to fund projects just because it has the funds available to do 

so.  

 

3.6 The council will contact organisations owning projects on the CIL Projects List annually 

to ensure that the project remains viable and desired. Organisations are expected to 

continually be looking for alternative funding to maximise investment within the 

community.  

 

3.7 The council may remove a project from the list should there be a material change in 

the project or the Town which, in its opinion, means it no longer meets the council’s 

funding objectives. 
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ANNEX A: CIL PROJECTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TERMS OF 

REFERENCE  
 

1. The CIL Projects Advisory Committee (‘the Committee’) shall consist of: 
 

a. six councillors and, as provided for by Standing Order 61, the Town Mayor (ex officio) 

and the Deputy Town Mayor (ex officio). 

b. eight non-councillors 

 
2. Members shall be appointed to represent one of each of the following themes: Sports and 

Leisure; Environment and Open Spaces; Traffic, Transport and Movement; Heritage; Housing 
and Employment; Community and Education; Town Centre; and Health and Wellbeing 
 

3. Non-councillor members shall be appointed for terms running conterminously with the 
council’s ordinary election cycle with casual vacancies filled by the council as necessary. 
 

4. The quorum of the Committee shall be six members. 
 

5. All members have voting rights and as such shall be subject to the council’s Code of Conduct 
for members. 

 
6. The Committee does not have delegated authority to make any decisions or incur 

expenditure on behalf of the council but: 
 

a. Shall consider all proposed CIL Projects in accordance with the CIL Framework 

b. Shall produce recommendations to Full Council as to whether to approve or refuse 

an application received under the CIL Framework 

c. May defer applications pending further information to enable it to make a 

recommendation 

d. May produce recommendations to Council and other committees on matters related 

to CIL Expenditure, the CIL Framework and CIL Policy. 

 

7. The minutes of committee meetings shall be presented to the next practicable meeting of 

the Council. 

 


