
 
 

 

REPORT TO ASSETS AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
MARKET LICENSING CHARGING POLICY  
 
Report Reference A-20-07 
Meeting Date  18th January 2020 
Agenda Item  8 
Prepared by  Town Clerk 
 
 

 

1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
At the October meeting, as part of setting the committee’s service fees 2021/22, it was agreed to 
review the policy behind the council’s market licensing charges. 
 
Since 2014, the council has held the market rights for Knutsford and operates these under its Market 
Licensing Policy. Whilst the council’s rights extend 6 2/3 miles from Knutsford, under this policy the 
council only seeks to exercise its rights within the parish boundary but reserves the right to exercise 
its rights outside the parish should the establishment of a new market complete with a market 
within the parish. 
 
A market has a specific legal definition of a ‘concourse of buyers and sellers’ which comprises at 
least 5 stalls, stands, pitches or vehicles. Markets can be both indoors and outdoors and would  
include car boot sales, farmers markets and craft fairs. Under the council’s policy the council draws a 
distinction between community and commercial markets where the former is normally organised by 
a local organisation to raise funds or celebrate a specific event and the latter is organised for profit 
with the traders engaged in a business activity. The council does not charge for the grant of a 
community market licence.  
 
The purpose of market rights is to protect established markets and as such the enforcement of a 
breach usually relies on obtaining an injunction against a market on the grounds it would interfere 
with an established market. 
 
The policy can be viewed online at: www.knutsfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/council/policies/market-
licensing-policy  
 

2.0 CHARGING POLICY 
 

The council’s charging policy for commercial markets is based on the number of events and number 

of stalls. The current fees are as follows: 

 Licence Fee Per Stall (above 15) 

Single event 53.80 3.80 

1 - 12 events 32.30 3.30 

12 + events 27.00 2.75 

 

The cost per stall is per stall per day above the 15 included in the licence fee. 

 

http://www.knutsfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/council/policies/market-licensing-policy
http://www.knutsfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/council/policies/market-licensing-policy


 
 

 

Example charging: 

• Single market event with 14 stalls would pay a fee of £53.80 

• Single market event with 100 stalls would pay a fee of £376.80 (£53.80 + 85 x £3.80) 

• Five weekly market events with 100 stalls would pay a fee of £1,564 (5 x £32.30 + 5 x 85 x 

£3.30) 

The most significant licenced market has been the Pub in the Park event (held in 2018 and 2019). 

This was a three-day market with around 115 stalls per day. The council has only licenced one other 

commercial market, an antiques fair which took place approximately four times in 2015/16.  

For Pub in the Park, the council generated a licence fee income of approximately £1,163. Under the 

current framing of the policy, this was treated as a single market event (albeit it comprised 5 

separate sessions across the weekend) and there was discussion as to whether the policy should be 

amended such that in future it be treated as five separate market events.  

There are three main options the committee could consider for its definition of a market/market 

event for the purposes of determining licence fees:  

a. No change to the policy (a market event may comprise multiple consecutive days e.g. a 

three day event is a single market event)  

 

b. Amend the policy to define a market as a single day (a weekend market would be considered 

as two separate market events) 

 

c. Amend the policy such that if a market charges an admission fee which only provides 

admission for a specified period that each period shall be treated as a separate event (a 

weekend open market would be considered a single event, a market comprising three 

sessions would be regarded as three market events) 

Example charging for a two-day 100 stall market comprising two chargeable sessions per day: 

a. £699.80 

b. £625.60 

c. £1,251.20 

3.0 DECISION REQUIRED 
 

The committee should determine how it wishes the Market Licensing charging policy to operate and 

authorise the Town Clerk to make such amendments to the wording of the policy as necessary to 

implement this. 

 
 


