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1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
In September 2019 the committee considered a report which provided a detailed background of the 
asset transfer programme; the committee resolved to note the report and review the position in 
three months subject to Cheshire East Council clarifying its position on further asset transfers. The 
council has been waiting since this time for Cheshire East Council to confirm its approach to further 
asset transfers.  
 
As part of the consultation on its new corporate plan, Cheshire East Council stated it would renew its 
approach to asset transfers. At a meeting between the Cheshire East Council Place Directorate and 
Town Councils in January it was confirmed the council’s policy would be updated in the coming 
months. Cheshire East Council highlighted it would be publishing a map of all assets owned by the 
council and inviting town/parish councils and community groups to submit expressions of interest. 
The council would then require the organisation to submit a detailed business case demonstrating it 
could manage the asset. It is most likely that transfers would be leasehold but that the council would 
be open to the length of the lease. 
 
Cheshire East Council further stated it would be interested to explore potential service ‘transfers’ 
and asked attendees what services they would be interested in working with Cheshire East to 
deliver. Service ‘transfers’ could be delivered in a range of models: 
 

• Top-up - a town council paying Cheshire East Council to deliver a different/improved service) 

• Contracted - a town council would be contracted by Cheshire East to deliver a service to a 

minimum specification with the town council able to deliver it to a higher specification if to 

so chooses 

• Complimentary - a town council independently delivers a service which enhances and 

compliments the service delivered by Cheshire East Council.  

From the discussion at the meeting it appeared that Cheshire East Council’s line of thought is a top-
up model, but the other models were raised and not discounted.  
 

2.0 RESOLVED POSITION(S) WITH RESPECT ASSET TRANSFERS 
 
As has been regularly reported to the committee, the council is in the progress of taking ownership of 
the Council Offices. There has been no substantial progress since the previous ordinary meeting and 
the Town Clerk is awaiting an update from both the legal and assets departments on the two 
outstanding matters. 
 



 

 
 

 

The council’s current resolved position (2014) is to pursue the following transfers1: 
 

Priority 1 Priority 2 Priority 3 
Open space at Longridge  Mobberley Road Former Play Area  The Barncroft  
 Manor Crescent Former Play Area  Southfields Play Area 

 
The work on developing a business case for the transfer of the land at Longridge (two open spaces 
including the site of the church of St Helena)  was paused pending Cheshire East Council re-prioritising 
asset transfers.  
 
The Priority 2 assets were identified for detailed consideration following the Priority 1 transfers. The 
Mobberley Road area is the site of the soon to be established Crosstown Community Orchard. 
 
The Priority 3 transfers were identified as assets to monitor and to consider the transfer of if there 
was a substantial decline in standards or of the areas were at risk of being lost to the public. 
 
In 2019 the council adopted an assets policy which set out that it should only seek to acquire assets 
(defined as land and buildings) which are within the Neighbourhood Plan area and add to or preserve 
services and public realm it provides to residents and visitors. The policy confirmed the established 
practice that the acquisition of any assets be subject to the approval of a business case by Full Council. 
 

3.0 RESOLVED POSITION(S) WITH RESPECT SERVICE TRANSFERS 
 
It is understood that there was some limited discussion on service transfers during the original 
discussion of asset transfers in 2010/11 but that the focus was on the transfer of assets.  In 2016 the 
committee resolved not to seek/utilise additional powers to undertake environmental (litter, graffiti, 
flyposting) enforcement.  
 

4.0 DECISIONS REQUIRED 
 
Cheshire East Council is progressing to an updated position on both asset transfers and service 
transfers. The committee should consider: 
 

a) Whether the assets identified for consideration for transfer are still relevant 

b) Whether there are any services delivered by Cheshire East Council that the council would wish 

to explore further involvement in the delivery of through a service transfer 

c) Whether to re-commence work on developing a business case for the transfer of the open 

space at Longridge  

The committee should consider whether to commence any work in this area now or wait until Cheshire 
East Council has formally reached a position.  
 
Depending on the committee’s desired route forward, it may wish to consider establishing a working 
group with a terms of reference to (for example): 
 

 
1 Priority 1 also included Silk Mill Street car park (Cheshire East has stated it will not consider the transfer of car 
parks); open space at Ashworth Park (in April 2017 this was removed from the list following a consultation) 
and the garden behind Booths (work ongoing to undertake improvements without an asset transfer). Priority 2 
also included the Taxi Office at the bus station which has now been let to an operator. 



 

 
 

 

a) Review the council’s current position with respect asset transfers and report any 

recommended changes to the committee 

b) Investigate services provided by Cheshire East to determine whether there are any the town 

council would wish to be more closely involved in the delivery of through a service transfer 


