Tree Planting Plan

Aim of the Planting Plan
As part of the Nature Action Plan areas of the town have been identified for development. The development scope includes
four areas.


Existing fences that could be removed and replaced with hedges



Areas that could have trees planted



Areas that have potential for planting schemes including bulbs, shrubs, and other plants.



Field Edges which could benefit from further tree planting.

The Environment Committee Working Group has identified areas proposed within this plan which could benefit from one or
more of the proposed developments.

The following plan outlines each area and details an approximate design for the planting proposal.

How the Plan works
The following page includes a map outlining the areas designated by the working group.


Field Edges selected for tree planting have not been included within this plan. The identified Land owners will be contacted to encourage the planting of further trees within Knutsford specifically those areas determined by the working
group forming the main avenues in to and out of the town.



Where trees have been identified for planting the proposed species will be listed. Consideration has been taken on the
placement and of the species for every individual area. An assessment has been made of each area, and where designated trees are proposed, many factors have been taken into account such as light, obstructions, possible positive and
negative effects, etc.



Floral/Shrub areas that have been proposed will be assessed on an individual basis. What is planted will be determined
by ground conditions, soil-type, requirements of the area, existing flora and fauna, and then preference. The working
group have identified issues regarding maintenance schedules and have opted to approach each area with preference
to a unexposed soil-based surface, ideally planting into the current surface and not leaving open soil for unwanted
plants to seed and grow.



Hedges replacing fences will operate through a staggered approach. Incorporating a basic procedure of removing rails
and leaving posts to identify perimeters. The new hedge will then be planted and, using a stabilising system like a trailing wire or cord, the hedge will be loosely tied to provide time to establish. Once established any remanence of the previous fence will then be removed.

Below is a key utilising basic shapes and imagery to provide the suggested
aerial view of what is proposed as part of each areas development.

The Planting Plan Key


Pink lines – hedges to be planted

 Tree planting areas—Green Circles with
Leaf within
 Floral and Shrub Planting Schemes—Red
bordered areas with Flower within

The Planting Map


Pink lines – hedges to be planted



Green areas – tree planting areas



Green hashed areas – planting schemes



Blue lines – field edge tree planting

To view the Map file
Click here

Floral/Shrub Planting Schemes

Fence Replacement
Richmond Hill
The area could include the removal of two sections of
fencing. The existing posts would have the rails removed and a wire/cord line attached to facilitate the
future growth of the infant hedge. The area has a
range of species and could benefit from a beech
hedge which would retain the majority of its leaf in
autumn and winter

Manor Crescent
The area could include the removal of sections of fencing
and retain the existing gates. The existing posts would have
the rails and mesh removed with a wire/cord line attached
to facilitate the future growth of the infant hedge. The area
has a range of evergreen species and could benefit from a
mixed species hedge which would provide a variation of colour and additional benefits to surrounding wildlife.

Westfield Drive
The existing fencing is low-level and so a cotoneaster hedge
which would be in-keeping with a similar height and provide
a variation of colour and additional benefits to surrounding
wildlife. The fence could be kept and the planting be implemented as a border.
The Large feature tree could be a Horse Chestnut and the
smaller tree could be a Wild Cherry.

Bexton Road

The existing fencing is currently intermittent timber
bollards to inhibit parking in this piece of land. The
Bollards can be left in place and a Lavender hedge
could be planted. The Lavender coupled with the
floral planting scheme will bring fresh colours
throughout the spring and summer months.

Tree Planting
Ashworth Park
The area could include two sections of whips
planted to add the corridor screening the trainline. These could be a mixture of species, including Alder and Willow. In time the infant trees
would grow up to fill this space.
The two feature trees could be an Alder and a
Bird Cherry. These would be best suited to the
area due to its make-up and water content.
The Whip planted sections equate to approximately 430m2

Corner of Highland Way and Beggarmans Lane
The area could include a large feature tree and
five smaller trees to add more body to the existing trees.
The feature tree could be a Holm Oak.
Of the five body trees, the larger could be Silver
Birch. The smaller five would consist of a row of
Guelder Rose. The row of five trees have a small
maximum height (approx. 3-4m) and would
therefore not obstruct the view/light of the
neighbouring properties.

Bexton Lane
The area already includes four small flowering cherry trees in a row.
The row could be extended with an additional seven small flowering cherries of the same or similar species, thus completing an
attractive avenue of colour whilst travelling up or down Bexton Lane. There are currently Daffodils planted in this area and further flower/blub planting (Snow drops, Crocus, etc) will be adopted to provide more variety.

Blackhill Lane

Blackhill Lane currently hosts predominately Oak trees. There are other intermittent species including Ash and Rowan.
To the northern part of Blackhill Lane, there is space for two trees available. These two trees would have enough space to fulfil
their individual potential.
Towards the middle of the stretch of Blackhill Lane there are gaps that appear in the tree-line. These gaps can be utilised by
planting a further five trees, each having space to grow to maturity.
Oak trees would be suited to this area due to the presence of existing trees. The complete corridor of trees would provide a
habitat and food source for a wide range of animals and insects along this large stretch of Blackhill Lane

Chelford Road (Toft Cricket)

The area is dominated by large well-established trees. The
area designated for planting could include two smaller ornamental trees which are surrounded by a planting scheme of
flowering plants.
The two trees could be Lilac. By planting two it will not detract from the view of the Obelisk and leave the large avenue
of light to continue flooding the area. The basal planting
scheme will incorporate a variety of colour.

Churchfields
The area could include two feature trees which
are surrounded by a basal planting scheme of
flowering plants.
The two trees could be Hornbeams as the shape
of the crowns will not swamp the street-scene.
The basal planting scheme will incorporate a variety of colour into the area.

Downs End
The area could include one feature tree which
would begin a row of smaller ornamental trees.
A single tree would be planted towards Delmar
Road, this is the site of a previous tree. The proposed tree planted here would be a silver birch.
The single feature tree would be a lime leading on
to a row of ornamental flowering cherries. The
tree added to the existing cluster of trees near
the path would be a maple.

Garden Road

Garden Road currently hosts a variety of species, including sycamore, horse chestnut, and rowan.
The eastern end of Garden Road, there is space for eight trees available. These eight trees would have enough space to fulfil
their individual potential. The larger tree set back from the junction could be a Maple. The four trees on the northern side of
garden road could be a row of Hawthorn and the three on the southern side could be a Whitebeam.
Towards the middle of the stretch of Garden Road there are gaps that appear in the tree-line. These gaps can be utilised by
planting a further four trees, each having space to grow to maturity. The larger tree could be an Oak and the three small trees
could be Rowan.
Floral planting schemes have been proposed at junctions to increase their aesthetic but not detract from visibility of the highway.

Gloucester Road

The area could include a row of five trees adding
to the wildlife potential to the area.
“Key considerations in the area are the electricity
tower in close proximity. This will reduce options
available.”
The row of five trees could all be crab apple, encouraging insects and birds, whilst only growing
to a minimal height comparative to the tower.
(approx. 10m)

The Heath
The area has a nice variety of species. There are
wooded areas and avenues of trees. The area
could include two additional Sweet Chestnut
trees to the south-east near the bowling green.

Heathfield Square
The area currently has no street-trees.
The verges are not huge and would accommodate
a small and relatively upright tree.
The six trees could be Rowan, they can bear red
or orange berries and will flood the area with
much-needed colour. Rowan is a common street
tree and will suit the area.

Ladies Mile

Ladies Mile currently hosts a variety of species, including Sycamore, Horse Chestnut, Oak, and Lime.
The area has been highlighted for the planting of trees, to supplement the replacement of the existing trees but also to add to
the existing habitat.
At the southern end of Ladies Mile starting from the A5033, there is space for one tree, which could be a Midland Hawthorn.
Moving north, the next two suggested for planting could be Maple’s. Crossing over the junction of Heath Drive there is a space
for a row of six trees. The row is intersected by an existing Oak. Leaving a space will allow all the trees to have enough space to
fulfil their individual potentials. The six would consist of two Beech, two Common Lime, and two Sweet Chestnut
Crossing over the junction of Warren Close there is a space for a feature tree. This feature tree could be a Walnut as it will provide an excellent source of food for wildlife in the area. Moving further northwards, the next three trees are spaced between
existing trees. The existing trees are Oak, which will inevitably try to reach their full potential. Consideration has been taken
when choosing the three intersecting trees. The three new trees could be Hazel, predominantly because they are common
trees found growing in the understorey of Oaks and other large trees. Whilst the hazel will most likely reach its full potential in
height and width before the existing Oak trees do, the Hazels will not suppress the Oaks during their lifespan.
The remaining two large feature trees could be Beech and the final smaller tree can be another Midland Hawthorn.

Legh Road

Legh Road currently hosts a wide variety of species, including Sycamore, Horse Chestnut, Pine, Spruce and Oak. The trees in
this area are predominantly within the boundaries of private residences. The verges running down the length of Legh Road
have been highlighted for the inclusion within the planting plan to enhance the area by adding street trees.
The verge will not support large feature trees due to its limited size. Planting such trees will encourage damage to the highway
over-time as the root-plate begins to expand. Another consideration is the suppression of any tree that wants to meet a similar
height to that of the surrounding trees. Long-term suppression will cause imbalances and structural weaknesses which will
increase the likelihood of problems including tree-failure if the trees become exposed.
The northern half of Legh Road seems to have a verge substantial enough to accommodate the planting of new smaller trees
without causing much interference to the current infrastructure. The trees could be alternating Rowan and Midland Hawthorn,
as their maximum height is minimal compared to the surrounding trees. Rowan and Midland Hawthorn will benefit the area
through providing additional food sources. The trees themselves are hardy and require little or no pruning which is idea for the
proximity to the roadside.

Longridge

The area has very little in the way of trees. There
are wooded areas and avenues of trees around the
built-up area but the implantation of planting
would break-up the architecture.
The areas highlighted as Longridge could be a mix
of trees including Rowan, Hornbeam, Whitebeam
and Flowering Cherries.
Basal planting schemes would be included for all
trees, not only to provide further colour to the
area but from a maintenance perspective, grass
cutting will be easier and the infant trees will avoid
strimmer damage enabling good establishment.

Longridge cont.

The area has very little in the way of
trees. There are wooded areas and avenues of trees around the built-up area but
the implantation of planting would breakup the architecture.
The areas highlighted as Longridge could
be a mix of trees including Rowan, Hornbeam, Whitebeam and Flowering Cherries.
Basal planting schemes would be included
for all trees, not only to provide further
colour to the area but from a maintenance perspective, grass cutting will be
easier and the infant trees will avoid
strimmer damage enabling good establishment.

Longridge cont.

The areas highlighted as Longridge could be a mix of trees
including Rowan, Hornbeam, Whitebeam and Flowering
Cherries.
Basal planting schemes would be included for the majority of
trees, not only to provide further colour to the area but from
a maintenance perspective, grass cutting will be easier and
the infant trees will avoid strimmer damage enabling good
establishment.
The large feature tree could be a Copper Beech.
The stand-alone trees could be Flowering Cherries and the
trees with the basal planting schemes could be Whitebeams.

Malvern Road

The area has a nice variety of species. To add to
the variation the area could include a mix of Silver Birch, Wild Cherry, Beech, Ash, Oak and
Hawthorn trees.
New trees would add to the wooded area but
not take away from the cut-through along the
greenspace.

Manor Park North
The area has very little in the way of trees or
planting. Some residential properties have
hedges and some small trees. To add to the
landscape of the area, it could include a row of
four Lime, south of that a Holm Oak and to the
east a feature Magnolia.
The corners of the green would include floral
planting to provide more colour to the area and
break-up the blanket of greenspace.

Mansion Drive
The area has a nice variety of species. The avenues of trees could be extended with a row of four Flowering Cherries and a
Soft-leafed Holly as corner-feature.

The area could include one Maple
trees to the complete the row of
larger trees on the green.
Planting on the opposite side of
the larger trees could be a row of
eight Guelder Rose. These have a
low maximum height and would
not interfere with the telephone
pole located at the corner of the
green.

Meadow Drive
The area has a couple of different species
in residential properties. The verge is substantial enough to provide for feature
trees with minimal impact to residents.
The area could include a row of six Wild
Cherry trees.

Mereheath Park
The area had Birch trees present up until
2016. There is evidence the trees were present in the 1970’s and given the fissures on
the stumps it is believed the trees were overmature containing a high level of decay ultimately resulting in the felling.
A Cherry could be planted along with a floral
scheme that provides various colours to the
area. The old tree stumps are still present
and will require removal beforehand.

Mobberley Road
The area has a wide variety of species. This island has two established clumps of trees. The area could include three additional Lime trees connect the ends of the green. The Smaller trees at the ends of the island could be a Dogwood and then
two Hawthorn trees to bring in more colour along with the floral planting.

Mobberley Road

Mobberley Road is one of the busiest
routes in the town. Adding floral
planting along the route will increase
the aesthetic of the area greatly.
The area in the top picture could
include one Horse Chestnut tree and
along either side of the highway rows
of Hornbeams.
The area in the picture to the left
could include two Oak trees and a
Rowan by the roadside.

The area in the below picture could include five Wild Cherry trees. The fruit and flowers will benefit the wildlife in the area
and the wide crowns will provide habitat space for birds and insects.

Mobberley Road

Further floral planting along the route will increase the aesthetic of the area greatly.
The area in the top picture could include one Wild Cherry tree and a smaller Blackthorn. This would provide food sources to
wildlife in the area and complement the already established feature trees.

Northwich Road
There are avenues of trees leading down
Northwich Road and this island could add
to this. The area could include two additional Lime trees and one Rowan.

Parkgate Lane
The area could be planted into a small
woodland through the use of whip
planting. This could be a mixture of species, including Oak, Chestnut, Beech, and
Birch. In time the infant trees would grow
up to fill this space.
The Whip planted sections equate to approximately 2400m2

Queensway
The area has a few different species that are all deciduous. The
area could include two smaller trees planted in the verge. The
two smaller trees could be a Rowan and a Midland Hawthorn.
The floral planting would bring further colour, without causing
disruption to the maintenance of the green space.
There has been previous planting in the area in recent years.

Shaw Drive
The area could include three trees which
are surrounded by a basal planting
scheme of flowering plants.

The three trees could be Hawthorns as the
shape of the crowns will not swamp the
street-scene. The basal planting scheme
will incorporate a variety of colour into
the area.

Southfields
The area has a variety of species surrounding the greenspace. The area could
include a row of five Whitebeams. These
will provide further habitat space for
birds and insects.

Beech Drive
The area could include four trees which would add to
the existing trees.
The three smaller trees could be Maples and the larger
tree could be a Holm Oak.

Townfields
The area could include ten trees which are surrounded by a basal planting scheme of flowering plants.
The ten trees could be a mix of Hawthorn, Rowan,
Hornbeam and Whitebeams. The basal planting
scheme will incorporate a variety of colour into the
area.

Westfield Drive
The area could include seven additional
trees which complement the existing two
which have been circled.
The seven trees could be a mix of Hawthorn, Rowan, Cherry and Whitebeams.
To complement the existing Cherry trees.

Westfield Drive
The area has a very limited species surrounding the greenspace. The area could include a
row of seven Maple trees. These will provide
habitat space for birds and insects.
The two feature trees in the corners could be
Holm Oak to break up the landscape of the
street.
The two smaller trees near the parking spaces
could be Blackthorn as these will not encroach
or negatively affect the parking areas.

Ashworth Park East Green.
The area could include a section of whips
planted to add the corridor screening more of
the sub-station. These could be a mixture of
species, including Alder and Willow.
The three smaller trees could be Bird Cherries.
These would be best suited to the area due to
its make-up and potential water content.

The Whip planted sections equate to approximately 168m2

Longridge Playing Area
The area is a large piece of greenspace.
The area has scope for large areas of to be
developed for habitats of birds and insects.
The two large areas identified for tree
planting could include multiple species of
tree to further broaden the already existing variety. These two areas cover approximately 2484m2. This could be done
through planting whips.
The area identified for floral planting could
be an area incorporating wild grasses and
wildflowers. Further expanding the variation in habitats.

Queensway/Tabley Road
The area could include an Oak. There is
space to fit a tree and the nearby property
has a north-facing garden so would not be
too impacted. The newly planted tree will
act as a replacement for the neighbouring
Ash as it is likely to succumb to Ash Dieback
disease (Chalara faxinea) that is spreading in
the area.

Wildlife Corridor from St John’s Wood
The area could include a section of whips planted to add the corridor, these could be a mixture of species.
The seven feature trees could be a mixture of Oak, Horse Chestnut, Lime and Maple.
The floral/shrub area noted would be a mixture of wildflower and wild grasses left as a meadow-like area to further benefit the
habitat benefits of the area and to connect to surrounding areas as part of a green corridor.
The Whip planted sections equate to approximately 1121m 2

Additional Area

Birch Grove
The area could include further planting
along the verge. The verge could include a
low-level hedge which could be Cotoneaster
or Blackthorn.

The Tree Planting Costings
The number of trees not including whips proposed within the plan is 260.
Working out the approximate cost of each tree depends on the species and the purchase height. The pot size is also a factor
and if the tree requires any form of protection or support.
Trees may generally require stakes if they will not establish swiftly. A tree will establish within 1-2 years if its roots have been
damaged or trimmed back. Trees in pots will have fewer root issues and should establish quickly, thus not requiring staking
as often.
I have worked out the cost of the 260 trees and stake requirements will cost approximately £15,600. These trees range from
between 1.5m and 2.4m in height.
The sections allocated for whip planting are:


430 square metres



2400 square metres



168 square metres



2484 square metres



1121 square metres

Totalling 6603m2.
Whips require more protection from the elements and from wildlife. They will usually have a plastic helical support to protect
them until they have established.
Whips will be planted at a rate of one per metre. I have worked out for the 6603 square metres there will be 6603 trees proposed.
If we buy the trees from the woodland trust it will come to approximately £10,760
Approximate Total of Trees to be planted: 6,863
Approximate Cost: £26,360

The Floral and Shrub Costings
The number of areas including some form of planting scheme is approximately 40.
As outlined at the front of the planting plan each area will be assessed individually. There is a preference toward perennial
planting as this will provide a long-term effect.
For 1000 Floral bulbs the price can be anywhere between £50 and £120 depending on species and suppliers.
Small plants, shrubs and even small bushes can be £10-40 also depending on species and suppliers.
With 40 areas, each differing in size and requirement, there is an approximate cost of £5000.

Fence to Hedge Replacement Costings
The number of areas including some form of hedging scheme is approximately 5.
As outlined in each area that has an identified hedging scheme, the species and location has been proposed. The approximate length of each hedge has been measured and comes to almost 200 metres in total.
Primarily the hedge replacements will be planted using techniques involving whips planting. Depending on species and suppliers the costs can vary widely when taking into account the whips per metre. I have worked out costs based on 7 whips per
metre.
With 5 areas, each differing in size and requirement, there is an approximate cost of £3000.

