
KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 6 September 2010 
10/0062
PRESENT 

Cllr P D Coan, Town Mayor 
Cllr F G B Aldhouse CBE 
Cllr Miss B S Austin
Cllr Ms B H Coan 
Cllr N R Forbes 
Cllr S A Gardiner 
Cllr W Hamman 
Cllr D Heffernan
Cllr Miss J K Holbrook 
Cllr C Mountain
Cllr Mrs J Nicholson
Cllr L A Want 
Cllr Mrs J T Want 

Also in attendance 
M. Jackson, Town Clerk
10/0063
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
 Cllr P Raynes (Personal Business)
10/0064
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Forbes declared a personal interest in agenda item 4 being disabled.
Cllr B Coan declared a personal interest in agenda item 4 being disabled.
Cllr Nicholson declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 13 being the current Town Mayoress.
Cllr P Coan declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 13 being the current Town Mayor
10/0065
MINUTES
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Council meetings held on 5 July and 16 August 2010  
be approved and signed. 

10/0066
PRESENTATION BY MR ANDY FARR – FMG CONSULTING
The Town Mayor welcomed Mr Andy Farr to the meeting representing FMG Consulting Ltd. Mr Farr explained that FMG Consulting had been appointed by Cheshire East Council to undertake a review of The Knutsford Cinema and the Lyceum Theatre in Crewe with a view to reporting on the best use. It was made clear that although the review was only of the Cinema it was recognised that it was difficult to look at this without recognising the location within the Civic Centre. Members commented on the valuable asset for the town and raised issues which could be addressed in making the cinema more sustainable including adapting it into a theatre, developing the coffee bar area, attracting more high profile performers, improving acoustics, enhancing the publicity, having a more flexible tariff structure, exploiting as a conference venue and creating an adult learning zone.
Mr Farr will be making his report later in September having consulting with other stakeholders and built up a picture of need.
10/0067
TOWN CLERKS REPORT
The Town Clerk reported on correspondence received and on invitations for councillors. 
10/0068
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE REPORT 
Cllr Forbes reported on the recent works of the Finance and General Purposes Committee noting the work undertaken in amending the terms of reference for the Internal Audit Group and the details of the Civic Protocol document. Other works included awarding grants, consideration of an Economic Recovery Grant and the approval of expenditure on 60, King Street.
10/0069
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Cllr Nicholson reported issues at Sparrow Lane were improved.
10/0070
PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE REPORT AND MINUTES
This item was deferred to the next meeting in the absence of the committee chairman.
10/0071
THE MOOR POOL
Discussion took place surrounding the benefits of the Town Council taking a role in facilitating action regarding the Moor Pool on behalf of the people of the town.
Resolved that the Town Council do take an active role in influencing parties involved in the management of the Moor Pool, on behalf of residents.

Resolved that this matter be referred to the Environment Committee to determine how to undertake this matter to best effect.
10/0072
STANDING ORDERS
The Town Clerk had prepared a draft version of the Standing orders based on the proposed amendments reflected in earlier minutes 10/0031 and 10/0050.
Resolved that the revised Standing Orders be adopted.
10/0073
EXCESSIVE PRECEPT REFERENDUM
Members discussed the Communities and Local Government consultation paper ‘Local Referendums to veto excessive council tax increases’. Members considered that a response was necessary and referred to the responses provided by SLCC and ChALC.
Resolved that Cllrs Gardiner, Aldhouse, Hamman and Forbes formulate a suitable response on behalf of the Town Council and that this be sent prior to the end of the consultation process.

10/0074
TOWN PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP
Resolved that Cllrs Gardiner, Raynes and Ms B Coan be appointed by the Town Council to Town Plan Implementation Group.
10/0075
MAYORAL ATTENDANCE AT CIVIC FUNCTIONS OUTSIDE THE TOWN BOUNDARY
Cllrs P Coan and Nicholson left the chamber.

Members discussed the situation regarding the significant reduction in Mayoral Allowance and increase in the Civic Events budget implemented earlier in the year to lessen any taxation liability on the Town Mayor.
The Town Clerk explained that from time to time the Town Mayor is invited to a Civic function in a neighbouring town for which there is a cost. The Town Clerk advised that following consultation with ChALC it was in order for the Town Council to directly pay for the cost incurred in the Mayor attending a civic function.

Resolved that the Town Council pay directly for the Town Mayor to attend Civic Events in the local area and that this be included in the Civic Protocol document when it is next revised.
10/0076
CHESHIRE EAST TRANSFER AND DEVOLUTION OF SERVICES

Correspondence from Cheshire East Council regarding the transfer and devolution of services to Town and Parish Councils was noted. It was emphasised how important it was to have a good level of attendance at the meeting organised at St John’s Parish Church on 13th October.

10/0077
LOAN OF HISTORIC POSTERS

Resolved that the framed posters reflecting the marriage of the Prince of Wales in 1863 and the Coronation of George IV in 1821, be loaned to an exhibition at Tatton Park for the Gaskell celebrations subject to adequate insurance being in place.
10/0078
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLOR REPORT

Cheshire East Cllr Olivia Hunter gave apologies for Cllr Wilkinson who was unable to attend.

Cllr Hunter advised that she was keeping a close eye on the situation at Knutsford Hospital that had seen the temporary closure of the Tatton Ward due to doctor shortages.
Cllr Hunter advised that she had met with Mr Temple of Sparrow lane and he had indicated that the required work on No 2 would be ongoing for the next 18 months.

Cllr Hunter offered congratulations to both Longridge and Knutsford in Bloom groups who had been successful in their entries into the North West in Bloom Awards.

Issues surrounding the positioning of the bus stop on the corner by the play area on Longridge and the need to tackle Japanese Knotweed in the town were brought to the attention of Cllr Hunter.
10/0079
ACCOUNTS
	
	
	
	

	This matter was referred to the next meeting of the council
	
	
	


10/0080
MAYORAL ENGAGEMENTS
The Deputy Mayor reported on the following engagements
7th July - Bid "Bon-voyage" to the pensioners going on the Toft Taverners' Trip
18th July (am) Town Mayor of Poynton Civic Sunday 
18th July (pm) Town Mayor of Northwich Civic Sunday 
28th July - Green Flag Awards at Tatton Park (The Moor was awarded a Green Flag)
The Mayor reported on the following engagements

7th July - Toft Taverners Dinner, Legh Arms

17th July  - Over Ward Fun Day 

25th July - Winsford Civic Sunday

August – Scouts Chamboree, Tabley

2nd Sept – MND Charity event, Arley Hall

3rd Sept – Mayor’s Charity Ball, Tatton Park

4th Sept – Great Race Reception, Courtyard Coffee House

5th Sept – Great Race Prizegiving, The Moor


10/0081
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Mr L Burton of the Town Plan Steering Group wished to thank Cllrs for all their help in producing the Town Plan document.
Mr Burton then asked the Town Council to do all it could to overcome the problem caused by the closure of the Tourist Information Centre in Knutsford and suggested that creating a service in the Heritage Centre could be a solution if a suitable service in the library couldn’t be organised.

Cllr Mrs J Want felt that the matter had to be dealt with but questioned whether asking volunteers to take on the role was appropriate.
