
KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 6 December 2010 
10/0120
PRESENT 

Cllr P D Coan, Town Mayor 
Cllr F G B Aldhouse CBE 
Cllr Ms B H Coan 
Cllr Mrs V Davies 

Cllr N R Forbes 
Cllr S A Gardiner 
Cllr D Heffernan
Cllr Miss J K Holbrook 
Cllr C Mountain 
Cllr Mrs J Nicholson
Cllr P Raynes 
Cllr L A Want 
Cllr Mrs J T Want 

Also in attendance 
M. Jackson, Town Clerk
10/0121
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Miss B S Austin (Personal Business)
Cllr W Hamman (Health)
10/0122
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Gardiner declared a personal interest in agenda item 6 being involved in the grant submission by the Friends of the Moor, and a prejudicial interest in item 12 due to his professional capacity involving advising on planning matters.
Cllr Mrs Want declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 13 being the husband of the claimant.
Cllr L A Want declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 13 being the claimant.

Cllr Nicholson declared a personal interest in item 18, being the recipient of a payment.

Cllr Holbrook declared a personal interest in item 18, being the recipient of a payment.

Cllr Davies declared a personal interest in agenda item 6, being the Chairman of the Friends of The Moor Group.

10/0123
MINUTES
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Council meetings held on 1 November 2010  
be approved and signed subject to the following amendments.

The following minutes to read as amended

10/0104

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Forbes declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 15 being a trustee of ‘GROW’.
10/0108

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

Cllr Nicholson reported that the Chairperson of Knutsford In Bloom had attended the last meeting of the Environment Committee and offered congratulations to the group for their recent awards. Cllr Nicholson gave a brief update on Christmas arrangements and advised that parking at the junction of Higher Downs and Manor Park North was being considered by Cheshire East Council. Cllr Nicholson also reported that the Environment committee were intending to plant a fir tree in memory of Joan Leach CBE, subject to the agreement of Joan Leach’s son.

Debate followed as to the appropriate nature of a tree as a memorial and also whether a fir tree would be the most suitable variety.

It was widely felt that the variety of tree should be reconsidered.

Discussion then turned to the creation of a Joan Leach literary award and it was felt that this should be considered at a later meeting.
10/0124
TOWN CLERKS REPORT
The Town Clerk reported on correspondence received and highlighted the dates set for local service negotiations with Cheshire East. The Town Clerk also reported that Mrs Valerie Gresley- Jones had taken up her appointment as Administration Assistant and Mayoral Secretary.
10/0125
KNUTSFORD COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLAN
The Town Mayor welcomed Martin Grime (lead emergency planning officer for Cheshire East Council), Andy Eden (Contingency Planning Officer for Cheshire Constabulary) and Derek Empson (Knutsford Town Plan). Following a presentation and a brief question and answer session.

Resolved that the Knutsford Community Emergency Plan document be adopted in principle.

Resolved that a working group made up of Cllrs Raynes, Aldhouse, Davies, Mrs Coan and Derek Empson be set up to consider the detail of the document and to bring the revised document back to the Town Council in January with a recommendation to adopt.

Resolved to thank Mr Empson and congratulate him on producing such a well constructed draft document.
10/0126
COMMUNITY SHELTER ON THE MOOR
The Town Mayor advised that this grant application had been referred to the Town Council by the Finance and General Purposes Committee having previously been supported by the Environment Committee.

The Town Mayor adjourned the meeting as set out by Standing Order 82 to allow members of the public to participate in the debate. Brief notes of the discussion are not part of the minutes but are attached as an appendix for information.
On resumption of the meeting it was 

Resolved that The Friends of the Moor Group be asked to provide the following information prior to a decision being made at a future meeting of the council

· How do the group envisage the shelter enhancing the economy of the town

· How do the group envisage the proposed shelter working

· Who would the group envisage being the users of the shelter and how would it be managed.

· What would the group envisage future costs to be in providing seating etc and how would the group envisage funding this.

· What evidence do the group have that the costs indicated represent value for money.

· Sight of all survey data collected in determining the need for a shelter.

10/0127
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN
Resolved that the consultation response should reflect the following

High Level Priority’s

Knutsford Town Council does not agree that the two main priorities for transport should be to censure a sustainable future, and create conditions for business growth.  The Council consensus is that the priority for the town would be to prepare for an increasingly older population.

Sustainability

The Council agrees with the Sustainability priorities and policy’s S1, Spatial planning, S3: public Transport (integration and facilities) and S4: public transport (Service Levels and reliability)

Business Growth

The Council agrees with conditions for business growth Policy B2: Enabling Development, Policy B2: Network Management and Policy B8 Maintenance.

Health

The council does not agree with the health priorities of Policies H2: Promotion of active and Healthy activities, H3: Public Rights of Way and Green Infrastructure.  The council consensus is that the priorities should be: H1: Targeted Health Action, H4: Air Quality and H8: Road Safety Engineering.

Communities

The Council does not agree that the priorities should be C1: Community, C2: Accessibility of Service and C3: Access for All.  The council consensus is that the policies should be Y1: Travel to education, Y2: targeted Action for Children and Young People and O1: targeted Action for older people.

General Comments 

The Council further comment that a detailed survey of transport needs has been carried out in the Town Plan and that the relevant pages be attached to the response.

10/0128
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE REPORT 
Cllr Forbes reported on the recent works of the Finance and General Purposes Committee referring to the work in considering tenders for 60 King Street, the work in recommending a precept figure, in approving grant applications and in considering the latest internal audit report.
Cllr Aldhouse asked Cllr Forbes to advise as to why no finance was being put in place for the delivery of services transferred from Cheshire East Council to the Town Council in 2011.12. Cllr Forbes advised that this was based on a written confirmation received from Cheshire East Council.
10/0129
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Cllr Nicholson reported on the setting up of a working group to consider the issues relating to the Moor Pool and the Christmas events. Cllr Gardiner as Chairman of the Christmas Lights Sub- Committee commented on feedback received from Christmas Market stall holders and offered thanks for the work undertaken by Sarah Flannery, Kate Houghton, Karen Lamb and the Town Clerk.
10/0130
PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE REPORT AND MINUTES
Cllr Raynes made specific reference to agenda item 12, which would be debated with the recommendation from a working group set up by the Planning and Licensing Committee.
10/0131
COUNCIL SURGERY UPDATE
Cllr L A Want reported on the issues raised at the November surgery including the encroachment of hedges, the obstruction of Heritage Way by vehicles, the embellishment of the Welcome to Knutsford signs to refer to Knutsford being the home of Elizabeth Gaskell, the marking of the site where Caesar’s Palace stood and the need for gritting bins.
10/0132
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK
Cllr Raynes presented members with a draft response to the three consultation documents.
Resolved that the draft response be adopted and sent as the comments of the Town Council.
10/0133
CHAMBER AND OFFICE ACCOMMODATION
The Town Mayor and Town Clerk advised that Cheshire East Council had indicated space availability within the Council Office Building. One option was to rent the ex – Tourist Information Office at £4 per hour.
Resolved  that the Town Council go back to Cheshire East Council with a request to draw up a contract specifically for creating a chamber in the ex Tourist Information Office and that Cllr Aldhouse be involved with any negotiations.
10/0134
ROYAL WEDDING
It was generally felt by members that the council should not organise a specific event for the Royal Wedding in April 2011 but should support the community in organising their own celebrations. 
Resolved that a formal letter of congratulations be sent the Prince William and Kate Middleton on behalf of the Town Council.

Resolved that the Town Council place information on its website, indicating who residents should contact regarding road closures.
10/0135
JOAN LEACH MEMORIAL
Resolved that a physical memorial to Joan Leach MBE should be referred to the Environment Committee to determine and that the idea of a Literary prize be referred to the Finance and General Purposes Committee.
10/0136
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cheshire East Councillor Steve Wilkinson’s report included the following details
· The position of Borough Solicitor is being filled on a temporary basis by Mrs Caroline Elwood until a permanent appointment is made.

· The Town Council may wish to consider 2012 Jubilee celebrations

· Cheshire East Budget preparation continues.

· Cheshire East have provided 2 tonnes of grit for community/ volunteer use.

· A parking survey for Knutsford is underway

· Observations regarding the Christmas Markets and Switch-on Event

Cllr Heffernan requested Cllr Wilkinson revisit the parking of vehicles on the bend adjacent to the children’s play area on Longridge.
10/00137
ACCOUNTS
Resolved that the following accounts be approved

	PAYEE
	PURPORT
	CHEQUE
	AMOUNT 

	To Report
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Cheshire Pension Fund
	Nov Salary
	DD
	599.83

	HMRC
	Nov Salary
	DD
	710.57

	M. Jackson
	Nov Salary
	DD
	1814.99

	V Gresley-Jones
	Nov Salary
	DD
	218.96

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	3,344.35 

	
	
	
	

	The Stage Bus 
	Christmas Stage
	2678
	1468.75

	Technotype
	Stationery
	2679
	22.60

	UKOS
	Stationery
	2681
	171.17

	Dimension
	Christmas Flyers/Banner
	2682
	875.38

	Steve Ikin Ltd
	Nativity Crib
	2683
	116.33

	Sarah Raisebeck
	Music Remembrance
	2684
	60.00

	The Festive Lighting Company
	Lighting Column
	2685
	211.50

	Chester Town Criers
	Town Crier Christmas
	2686
	75.00

	Cheshire East Council
	Wall Wood Grounds Maintenance
	2687
	17.50

	Knutsford Directory Ltd
	Double Pg Spread
	2688
	120.00

	Recclesia Ltd
	Belle Epoque Window Repair
	2689
	

	Recclesia Ltd
	Belle Epoque Render
	2689
	4,049.05

	Claymore Business Machines Ltd
	Photocopier Usage
	2690
	

	Claymore Business Machines Ltd
	Photocopier Usage
	2690
	

	Claymore Business Machines Ltd
	Photocopier call out 
	2690
	174.29

	Snaggers Amazing Balloons
	Balloons at Christmas
	2691
	130.00

	SLCC
	Membership Renewal
	2692
	190.00

	Cllr Jan Nicholson
	Expenses
	2693
	86.00

	Cllr Jennifer Holbrook
	Expenses
	2694
	9.60

	Matthew Jackson
	Expenses
	2695
	98.70

	ADM Computing
	Computer Set Up
	2696
	82.25

	Cheshire Constabulary
	Christmas Lights Policing
	2697
	472.35

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	8,430.47 


10/0138
MAYORAL ENGAGEMENTS

The Deputy Mayor reported on attending:
8th Nov 
First Battalion the Mercian Regiment Homecoming Parade, Macclesfield
8th Nov 
First Battalion the Mercian Regiment Homecoming Parade, Crewe
The Mayor reported on attending:

7th Nov 
Tatton Singers concert at the Royal Northern College of Music
10th Nov 
First Battalion the Mercian Regiment Homecoming Parade, Congleton
14th Nov 
Remembrance Sunday service at St Helen’s Parish church

20th Nov 
Royal British Legion Poppy Concert at Knutsford Methodist Church

27th Nov 
Knutsford District Explorer Scout Pantomime

28th Nov 
Knutsford Crib Service
2nd Dec 
Christmas lights Switch On and Reindeer Parade
4th Dec 
Victorian Christmas Carol Service

10/0139
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

No public questions were put forward
