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Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 27 June 2011 
11/0039
PRESENT 

Cllr S A Gardiner (Town Mayor)
Cllr Mrs V Davies (Deputy Town Mayor)
Cllr Ms B H Coan 

Cllr P D Coan

Cllr A Dean
Cllr Ms B Emmett 

Cllr N R Forbes 

Cllr M J Houghton

Cllr S G Hutchence

Cllr A Malloy 

Cllr C Nicholson

Cllr Mrs J A Nicholson
Cllr P S Raynes
Also in attendance 
M. Jackson Town Clerk
11/0040
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr J Goodrich (Business)
Cllr G Lasham (Business)

11/0041
DECLARATIONS OF MEMBER’S INTERESTS
Cllr Davies declared a personal interest the play areas being the Chairman of the ‘Friends of the Moor Group’
11/0042
OVERVIEW 
Cllr Raynes gave an overview of the process that the Asset Transfer working party had been going through over the previous months. On conclusion he made a proposal relating to the application of over-riding conditions to be applied to the transfer of all assets. 
Resolved that the following over-riding conditions of transfer be applied to all transfers 
1. Assets would not be transferred until a satisfactory surveyors report had been received

2. The terms of Transfer are subject to the result of a survey of the condition of assets and any unexpected liabilities discovered before transfer.

3. The Assets would be transferred in reasonable condition or with a ‘dowry’ to upgrade these facilities to a reasonable condition

4. All costs and liabilities for staff accrued during their employment up to their transfer to Knutsford Town Council would be honoured by and remain with Cheshire East

5. Knutsford Town Council would have no liability for Staff who do not transfer from Cheshire East.

6. Terms of transfer would be subject to a separate negotiation  

11/0043
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No comments were received
11/0044
ALLOTMENTS
The Town Clerk gave a report on his findings regarding the taking on of Knutsford Allotments

Resolved that Knutsford Town Council requests the transfer the three allotments from Cheshire East Council subject to the overall conditions we have agreed.

11/0045
MARKETS
Cllr Raynes gave a report on his findings regarding the taking on of Knutsford Markets. Members commented on the need for enhanced publicity.
Resolved that Knutsford Town Council requests the transfer of the Covered and Open Market from Cheshire East subject to the overall conditions we have agreed 

11/0046
PUBLIC TOILETS
Cllr Forbes gave a report on his findings regarding the taking on of Knutsford Public Conveniences.
Resolved that Knutsford Town Council requests in principle to take over the three PC blocks from Cheshire East Council subject to the overall conditions we have agreed.

11/0047
ST JOHNS WOOD COMMUNITY CENTRE
Cllr Malloy gave a report on his findings regarding the taking on of St Johns Wood Community Centre. Discussion took place as to the joint arrangements currently in place with the adjacent school and the financial need to improve occupancy.
Resolved that Knutsford Town Council formally register its interest to take on St John’s Wood Community Centre from Cheshire East Council subject to the overall conditions we have agreed.

11/0048
TOFT ROAD COUNCIL OFFICES
Cllr Gardiner gave a report on his findings regarding the taking on of Toft Road Council Offices, suggesting alternative uses of the space in the future dependent upon the resolution of DDA issues. The need to have space to expand the Town Council in the future was also discussed.
Resolved that Knutsford Town Council wish to register its formal interest in acquiring the Toft Road Council Offices, subject to the building being made available at a reasonable cost and to a satisfactory report being received from an independent surveyor as to the state of the building and the likely cost of adaption and maintenance.

11/0049  
CIVIC CENTRE
The Town Clerk gave a report on his findings regarding the taking on of Civic Centre and Cinema. It was felt that the need to maintain a cinema facility was crucial. 
Resolved that Knutsford Town Council requests the transfer of Knutsford Civic Centre from Cheshire East Council on the understanding that a mutually agreeable arrangement can be made with the private sector relating to the operation of some or all of the building and that the adjacent car park be included as part of the asset.

11/0050
 TABLEY ROAD CEMETARY
Cllr C Nicholson gave a report on his findings regarding the taking on of Tabley Road Cemetery. 

It was discussed that the arrangements regarding the tenancy of the Lodge were unknown but that the ownership of the cemetery was known to be with the Town Council.

Resolved that Knutsford Town Council give Notice of Intent to Cheshire East Council to take back the administration of the Cemetery from April 2012 on the basis that the Cemetery is already owned by Knutsford Town Council.

11/0051  
PLAY AREAS / GRASS PITCHES

Cllr Ms B Coan gave a report on his findings regarding the taking on of Play Areas and Grass Pitches.
Resolved that Knutsford Town Council wish to register its formal interest taking on the Play Areas  located at Longridge, Southfields, Manor Crescent and the Moor , subject to independent inspections to ensure structural soundness of equipment and potential tree works etc be undertaken. Knutsford Town Council would also register its formal interest taking the proposed MUGA/football pitch should it transpire (subject to consultation prior/during its development). 
The Town Mayor thanked the Town Clerk, the Administration Assistant  and the Councillors for their work in compiling the reports.
11/0052
PERIODS OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mrs Christine Mason (Higher Downs) suggested that a stair lift may well be more appropriate in dealing with the DDA issues in the Toft Road Council Offices. 

Mrs Mason also felt that the Civic Centre (Cranford Suite) was baron and lacked the intimacy required for personal events.

It was suggested that Saturday morning pictures be reintroduced at the cinema to encourage greater usage.

The Town Mayor thanked the members of the public for their input and comments.
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