
KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 2 November 2009
09/0098
PRESENT 

Cllr L A Want, Town Mayor 
Cllr D E Lever, Deputy Town Mayor
Cllr F G B Aldhouse CBE
Cllr Miss B S Austin

Cllr Ms B H Coan 
Cllr P D Coan 
Cllr N R Forbes 
Cllr S A Gardiner
Cllr W Hamman
Cllr D Heffernan
Cllr Miss J K Holbrook 
Cllr C Mountain 
Cllr Mrs J Nicholson 
Cllr P Raynes

Cllr Mrs J T Want 

Also in attendance 
M. Jackson, Town Clerk
09/0099
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr D Heffernan (Personal Business)
09/0100
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Holbrook declared a personal interest in agenda item 16 being the recipient of expenses.

Cllr Forbes declared a personal interest in agenda item 11, being a member of the Toft Road practise patients group.
09/0101
MINUTES
It was noted that there was a presentation issue with regards to the accounts and that this required resolving to allow the accounts to be read clearly.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Council meetings held on 5 October 2009 
be approved and signed subject to this presentation being amended.
Cllr Nicholson asked that in future her apologies for absence be recorded as personal business.

09/0102
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s report dated 2 November 2009 had been circulated and contents were noted. 
09/0103
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT AND MINUTES

Cllr Aldhouse applauded the discussions regarding the Town Council employing a lengthsman but felt that this required the Town Council to take on a greater portfolio of services.
Cllr Holbrook commented on the success of Winstanley House, The Stanley Centre and Longridge in winning awards at the North West In Bloom Award ceremony.

Cllr Hamman raised concerns regarding bus services being cut in the future stating that bus services should remain as a high priority.
09/0104
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE REPORT AND MINUTES

Cllr Forbes reported on the recent works of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.  

Cllr Forbes identified the latest grants awarded and reported that the council spending was in line with budget. Cllr Forbes warned that the contingency within the existing budget was now well utilised and that there was little scope for expenditure not previously budgeted for.
Frustration was expressed regarding the Police charging for events within the town although recognising that this was not a local decision.

09/0105
PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE REPORT AND MINUTES
Cllr Raynes updated members on the workings of the Planning and Licensing Committee.
A walkround by the committee is scheduled on Monday 16 November for 10 am starting at the Council Offices.
09/0106
MEETING TIMETABLE
Cllr L A Want expressed concern that the council now met on four Mondays each month for either a Council or a Committee Meeting and that this was burdensome on members and officers alike. As much of the debate centred around the work of the Planning and Licensing Committee it was felt that the Chairman of that committee should ask for a report from the Town Clerk and then report back his findings to the Town Council.
09/0107
DELEGATED POWERS FROM CHESHIRE EAST
Resolved that the report prepared by the Delegated Powers Working Group be accepted and that the recommendations be adopted as below:-
The Local Government Reorganisation Working Group recommends that the Town Council adopt the revised strategy presented at the Town Council Meeting dated 2 November 2009 and that the Council write the Chief Executive of Cheshire East Council in order to request that dialogue be entered in to.
09/0108
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
Resolved that revised Financial Regulations presented to the Town Council on 2 November 2009, be adopted.
09/0109
PRIMARY CARE TRUST SURGERY PROJECT
Resolved that the following stance be adopted by the Town Council in matters relating to the creation of a new surgery facility within Knutsford.
The Town Council welcomes the desire of the PCT and health practitioners to improve healthcare services in Knutsford.

The Town Council recognises the views recently expressed by the General Practitioners that the existing buildings are inadequate.

The Town Council recognises that in combining the services of the existing GP’s surgeries and those of the community hospital on to one site would allow work to be undertaken more efficiently.

The Town Council would, as the general practitioners do, favour a site within the town centre and it calls for further study of town centre locations.

The Town Council believes that the inclusion of commercial developments for a pharmacy and other retail provision can only prejudice commercial activity in the town centre at a time when other government efforts both national and local are aimed at restoring the strength of the economy.

09/0110
CHRISTMAS PARKING CHARGES
Resolved that the Town Clerk chase a response to his letter to Cheshire East Council regarding concessionary parking in the Town Centre on the run up to Christmas and to make reference to the uneven playing field as the town competes with other Cheshire East Town Centres.
09/0111
THE GASKELL BI-CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
Cllr Austin gave an update to members as to the promotion of the event and showed members a mock up of leaflet which will be produced with the funds provided by the Town Council.
09/0112
REPORT BY CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLOR
Cheshire East Council Olivia Hunter advised of a Town Walkabout that had taken place with Wesley Fitzgerald (Leader Cheshire East Council) and the Knutsford Cheshire East Councillors.
Cllr Hunter advised that she had now been appointed to the Northern Planning Committee.

Cllr Hunter also agreed to take councillors concerns regarding the maintenance of an effective bus services back to Cheshire East.

09/0113
TOWN PLAN

Cllr Aldhouse reported that an editorial group had now been set up to pull together all the proposals and that the target date for publication was early in the New Year.
09/0114
ACCOUNTS
	PAYEE
	PURPORT
	              CHEQUE
     NO
	AMOUNT 
£  p

	To Ratify

MATTHEW JACKSON
	OCTOBER SALARY
	ACP
	1294.80

	WILL GIBSON
	OCTOBER SALARY
	ACP
	785.19

	CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
	PENSION FUND CONTRIBUTIONS
	ACP
	678.02

	HM CUSTOMS & EXCISE
To Approve
CHESHIRE ASCN OF LOCAL COUNCILS

WILL GIBSON

AUDIT COMMISSION

MELLER BRAGGINS

MELLER BRAGGINS

BRITISH TELECOM

KNUTSFORD OLD FOLKS CLUB

MAX JACKSON

FESTIVE LIGHTING CO LTD

VISIT CHESTER & CHESHIRE re

GASKELL BI-CENTENARY GROUP

KNUTSFORD HERITAGE CENTRE

CHESHIRE EAST CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU NORTH

KNUTSFORD AMATEUR OPERATIC SOCIETY

ST JOHNS WOOD LUNCH CLUB

MATTHEW JACKSON

J K HOLBROOK
FRYERS NURSERIES

KNUTSFORD DIRECTORY LTD
	INCOME TAX & NAT INSURANCE

COUNCILLOR TRAINING COURSE 

(D Heffernan)

SLCC & CILCA EXAM FEES REFUND

Personnel Min 09/0011

EXTERNAL AUDIT FEES 08-09

PROFESSIONAL FEES 15% Jan-Dec 08

PROFESSIONAL FEES 15% Jan-Oct 09

ADOPT A KIOSK - Contract 09-10

JUBILEE HALL - October Rental

MAYORAL ENGRAVING 09-10 (LAW)

XMAS LIGHTING, FLEX & LAMPS etc

GRANTS & DONATIONS  - Min F09/0056

GRANTS & DONATIONS  - Min F09/0056

GRANTS & DONATIONS  - Min F09/0056

GRANTS & DONATIONS  - Min F09/0056

GRANTS & DONATIONS  - Min F09/0056

POSTAGE STAMPS

COUNCILLOR TRAVEL

KNUTSFORD IN BLOOM AWARDS

NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER INSERT
	ACP
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	734.66

3492.67

30.00

125.00

655.50

2459.03

2194.89

690.00

56.00

20.00

8146.83

1000.00

1000.00

600.00

500.00

500.00

35.20

42.13

16.20

120.00

18,190.78



	Previous Expenditure
	77,842.17

	Expenditure this meeting
TOTAL
	21,683.45

99,525.62




09/0115
MAYORAL ENGAGEMENTS

9 October

Cheshire East Civic Ball

13 October

Town and Parish Council Conference 

21 October
Unveiling a photograph of late former County Councillor Bert Grange in the Jubilee Hall

22 October 
ChALC AGM

23 October 
North West In Bloom Awards – Southport

29 October
Meeting with Cheshire East Councillor, Wesley Fitzgerald
09/0116
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
There were no public questions
TOWN MAYOR
