
KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 1 June 2009
09/0022
PRESENT 

Cllr L A Want, Town Mayor

Cllr D E Lever, Deputy Town Mayor
Cllr F G B Aldhouse CBE  

Cllr Miss B S Austin

Cllr Ms B H Coan
Cllr P D Coan

Cllr N R Forbes

Cllr S A Gardiner

Cllr W Hamman

Cllr D Heffernan
Cllr Miss J K Holbrook
Cllr C Mountain 
Cllr Mrs J T Want 

Also in attendance 
M. Jackson, Town Clerk.

09/0023
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr Mrs J Nicholson (Personal Business)
09/0024
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr J T Want declared a personal not prejudicial interest in agenda item 13, being the wife of the recipient of the Mayor Allowance.
Cllr L A Want declared a personal not prejudicial interest in agenda item 13, being the recipient of the Mayor Allowance.
Cllr N R Forbes declared a personal not prejudicial interest in agenda items 9 and 11, being a member of Fiery Spirit.
09/0025
MINUTES
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 18 May 2009 be approved and signed, subject to the following amendments :-
09/0005 to read

Cllr L A Want called for nominations for the role of Deputy Town Mayor

Resolved That Councillor D E Lever be elected Deputy Town Mayor for the year.  The Town Mayor invested Councillor Lever with the Deputy Mayor’s Chain of Office. The Deputy Mayor made his Declaration of Acceptance and thanked the outgoing Deputy Mayor, Cllr P Coan for his work during the previous twelve months.

In minute 09/0019 the addition of
Cllrs Holbrook, Heffernan and LA Want declared a personal interest in this agenda item.

In minute 09/0021 name correction to read

Mrs Heather Craig and not Mrs Heather Crane.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 26 May 2009 be approved and signed.
09/0026
PLANNING APPLICATION – ALDI STORES
 Cllr Aldhouse and Austin declared a personal interest having been lobbied on this matter prior to the meeting.  Cllr Gardiner commented that although as usual he would not be voting on this matter he did not have a professional conflict of interests, he commented that he was in support of the application if highways engineers from the planning authority were happy that the development would not make the traffic situation in the area worse than was currently the case.

Cllr Aldhouse agreed with Cllr Gardiner and commented on the benefits in pulling people down to the end of King Street to the benefit of these businesses. Cllr Aldhouse suggested that a lighter Cheshire Brick would enable the building to blend better with its surroundings. Cllr Lever agreed with Cllrs Gardiner and Aldhouse but was concerned that the plans did not show a crossing which had been discussed at the consultation stage.
Cllr Austin was concerned that the best quality materials were used in the construction and supported the views of Cllr Aldhouse in suggesting Cheshire Brick and raised further concerns with regard to Access to Brook Street Chapel. Cllr Forbes identified that the area would be enhanced environmentally with the introduction of tree screening.

Resolved that the planning application be approved subject to the following observations

1. That the highways concerns are resolved to the full satisfaction of Cheshire East highways.

2. That only the best building materials are used including the use of Cheshire Brick to enable the building to sit more aesthetically within its surroundings.

3. That a programme of tree screening should be incorporated into the project.
09/0027
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s report dated 1 June 2009 had been circulated and the contents were noted. In addition the Town Clerk asked for Cllrs wishing to attend the Boundary Commission Roadshow to contact him by 5th June.
09/0028
COMMITTEE MINUTES

The minutes of the Finance Committee 20 April were noted.
09/0029
LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP REPRESENTATIVE
Resolved that Cllr Lever be the Town Council appointed representative on the Knutsford and Bucklow Area Local Area Partnership.
09/0030
BANK MANDATE
Resolved that the bank mandate be amended to read Cllrs L A Want, Lever, Holbrook and Hamman as being the bank signatories. 
09/0031
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION
Resolved that the Town Council adopt the interim report of the LGR Working Group and work towards the councils aspirations set out as phase one priorities.
Resolved that the working group be asked to reconvene to consider the further powers highlighted in the town clerks additional report.
09/0032
NORTH WEST IN BLOOM
This agenda item to revisit the issue of the Town Councils participation in North West In Bloom 2009 was brought as a special resolution called by Cllrs Lever, Gardiner, Raynes, Heffernan and Mrs Want. 
Concern was raised at the level of preparation for this year’s event with concern that the town may be seen in a poor light by not addressing matters earlier. There were concerns expressed that participation in such an event should be a year long commitment with a strategic approach and not a process to satisfy judges on a specific day. 
Cllr Holbrook assured the council that things were happening and that planting by Cheshire East was to take place week commencing 8 June with barrier planting being undertaken as soon as watering was in place. Cllr Holbrook also identified that she was walking the Town Centre with Cheshire East Councillor Wilkinson on Monday 8 June with a view to North West In Bloom judging. 
Concern was expressed by Over Ward Cllrs that the project works undertaken on Longridge may be overlooked and asked for assurance that existing plans for the judging route were taking this into account. Cllr Lever expressed disappointment and concern that he had been asked to involve the Scouts and had asked what they were required to do but that he had had no response.
There was general recognition that there were certain projects that were being undertaken in the town which could form the basis for the entry such as the Green Flag work on the Moor, but that much work was to be done if the council decided to take forward its entry.

Cllr LA Want highlighted the judging criteria that it wasn’t just about flowers but about embracing community participation, school participation, community litter picks and more.

It was concluded that to continue was unlikely to damage the town’s reputation but that the matter required an emergency meeting of the Environment Committee to deal with the concerns and to formulate a plan.

Resolved that an emergency meeting of the Environment Committee be called for 7.30pm Monday 8th June.

09/0033
FARMERS MARKET AND CHRISTMAS MARKET.
Resolved that the Environment Committee be asked to consider the well being and viability of the Farmers Market and the possibilities of arranging a Christmas Market.
09/0034
TOWN PLAN
Cllr Aldhouse gave an overview of the current progress reporting that working groups were now set up to analyse the data collected and take the matter forward.
Mr Laurie Burton, Chairman reiterated that the Town Plan process was ongoing.
09/0035
ACCOUNTS
Accounts amounting to £7358.02 were presented and passed for payment.

	PAYEE

	PURPORT

	CHEQUE NO

	AMOUNT     

	MATTHEW JACKSON

	MAY SALARY

	ACP

	1261.97

	WILL GIBSON

	MAY SALARY

	ACP

	770.82

	CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

	PENSION FUND CONTRIBUTIONS

	ACP

	660.99

	INLAND REVENUE

M JACKSON

W GIBSON

L A WANT

P R JONES
CHESHIRE ASCN OF LOCAL COUNCILS

ADM COMPUTING LTD

TECHNO TYPE

MACE & JONES
	INCOME TAX & NAT INSURANCE

POSTAGE Office Stamps
POSTAGE Civic Sunday
MAYORAL ALLOWANCE 09-10

PAST MAYOR MEDAL ENGRAVING
TRAINING COURSES

ANTI VIRUS RENEWAL 09-10

OFFICE STATIONERY

PROFESSIONAL CHARGES RE

LA BELLE EPOQUE LEASE

	ACP

2434
2435
2436
2437
2438
2439
2440

2441
	708.89
27.75
25.20
1500.00

27.50
30.00
31.05

67.76

2246.09


				

	
	
	
	


09/0036 
REPORT OF MAYORAL DUTIES

The Town Mayor reported on attendance at:

· Rotary Club Charter Dinner


19 May


· Knutsford Amateur Operatic Society

23 May




· Knutsford Lions Street Fayre


25 May
The Town Mayor expressed his concerns that it was necessary for the Knutsford Operatic Society to go outside the town to find a venue rather than perform at the Little Theatre or the High School due to prohibitive charges and asked that the Environment Committee may enquire if anything could be done to try to keep these sorts of groups playing within the town. Cllr Austin identified that the Gang Show had been in a similar position recently.
09/0037
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
East Cheshire Cllr Steve Wilkinson wished to let members know that their views relating to the Aldi planning application were noted by both him and East Cheshire Cllr Hunter and that they would ensure that they got involved in the consideration of this application. Cllr Wilkinson also clarified the details of the Local Area Partnership, suggested that the Knutsford Guardian may be a way of engaging the people of Knutsford in The North West in Bloom entry, that other towns did seem to have stronger Farmers market which could be emulated and that the section 106 agreement monies relating to the Royal George Development remained on deposit and would remain so until 8 November 2010.
TOWN MAYOR
