
KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 1 March 2010 
09/0175
PRESENT 

Cllr L A Want, Town Mayor 
Cllr F G B Aldhouse CBE 
Cllr Miss B S Austin
Cllr Ms B H Coan 
Cllr P D Coan
Cllr N R Forbes 
Cllr S A Gardiner
Cllr W Hamman
Cllr D Heffernan 
Cllr Miss J K Holbrook
Cllr C Mountain 
Cllr P Raynes

Cllr Mrs J T Want 

Also in attendance 
M. Jackson, Town Clerk
09/0176
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr D E Lever, Deputy Town Mayor (Personal Business)
Cllr Mrs J Nicholson (Personal Business)

09/0177
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr L A Want declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 15, being the recipient of any travel expenses agreed.
Cllr Mrs Want declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 15, being the wife of the recipient of any travel expenses agreed.
Cllr Forbes declared a personal interest in agenda item 18 in relation to the payment to the Welcome Community Centre, in being a member of a separate organisation that uses the centre as a meeting place.
Cllr Ms Coan declared a personal interest in agenda item 18 in relation to the payment to the Welcome Community Centre, in being a member of a separate organisation that uses the centre as a meeting place.

Cllr Heffernan declared a personal interest in agenda item 18 in relation to the payment to the Welcome Community Centre, in being a member of a separate organisation that uses the centre as a meeting place.

Cllr Mountain declared a personal interest in agenda item 18 in relation to the payment to the Welcome Community Centre, being known to the applicant.

09/0178
MINUTES
Resolved that the Minutes of the Town Council meetings held on 1 February 2010  
be approved and signed subject to the following amendment

09/0160 all references to the Conservation Area Council should be amended to read Conservation Advisory Council
09/0179
COMMUNITY RAIL PARTNERSHIP
Sally Buttifant, Rail Partnership Officer for the Mid- Cheshire Line addressed the meeting following concerns expressed by members, at her last visit, relating to the problems with school children causing disruption and nuisance. 
Sally was joined by David Wilkinson, Community Safety Officer for Northern Rail and a representative from the British Transport Police who advised members of the excellent work being undertaken in conjunction with Knutsford High School to alleviate the problems and to positively channel the energy of the children.
A Schools Charter has been developed with penalties for offenders being dealt with initially by the school disciplinary process.

A reduction in incidents of anti-social behaviour over the first two months has been assessed as 80%.

Members expressed their sincere thanks for the excellent initiative and thanked Sally Buttifant for arranging to follow up on their earlier concerns.
09/0180
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s report was noted.
09/0181
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE REPORT AND MINUTES

Cllr Forbes reported on the recent works of the Finance and General Purposes Committee noting that much time had been spent on matters relating to property management which had been carried out in the absence of the Public and Press pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, as amended. Members were advised of the work of the Internal Audit Group and the progress made in dealing with the auditors query relating to the tax implications of the Mayoral Allowance.
Members were advised that expenditure in the current year remained in line with budget predictions.

09/0182
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT
Cllr Holbrook reported that the area of land behind Booths required tidying and that work was needed to improve the condition of street furniture.
09/0183
PLANNING AND LICENSING COMMITTEE REPORT AND MINUTES
Cllr Raynes advised members that he had nothing to add to the minutes circulated.
09/0184
CONSERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL
Cllr Gardiner advised that he had met with the Civic Society and that he had received positive support for the idea of creating a Conservation Advisory Council with individual members expressing interest in joining such a group.
Cllr Gardiner advised that he would be consulting with the 
Town Clerk regarding the next stage.

09/0185
TOWN COUNCIL STRATEGY
Resolved that the Town Council strategy presented at the previous meeting of the council be adopted.
09/0186
COUNCIL OFFICE BUILDING
The Town Clerk reported on the meetings which had taken place between Cheshire East and the group investigating the use of the Council Office Building.
The Clerk reported that discussions were productive and positive and that a possible option for the Town Council taking control of the building was being discussed although a mechanism for dealing with this type of community transfer was still being discussed at Cheshire East.

09/0187
KNUTSFORD IN BLOOM REQUEST FOR S106 FINANCE
The Town Clerk advised members that although it was the role of Cheshire East Council to allocate s106 finance, Cheshire East had requested the Town Councils view on a proposed allocation of funds to the voluntary Knutsford In Blooms group.
Resolved that the Town Council support Cheshire East Council in allocating £2000 of the s106 monies relating to the Royal George Development, to the Knutsford In Bloom group.
09/0188
ATTENDENCE AT MEETINGS

Resolved that Cllrs L A Want and Mrs J Want attend the annual Town and Parish Council Conference 17 March 2010.

Resolved that Cllrs Gardiner, L A Want, Mrs Want and Miss Holbrook attend the Manchester Airport Parish Council Meeting 17 March 2010, subject to the airport being able to accommodate 2 additional delegates (4 delegates in total).
09/0189
MAYORAL VISIT TO MONTMORENCY
The Mayor explained that his request was for his own personal travel costs only, totalling £166.79 and advised of recent and upcoming visits between members of the two towns.
Cllrs L A Want and Mrs Want left the chamber for the remainder of the agenda item.

Resolved that Cllr Holbrook be elected Chairman for the remainder of the agenda item.

Members had various views on this matter. The debate varied from the sum being relatively small and that the relationship important to concern that no activity of the Town Twinning Committee had been apparent for some years and that certain elements of the Knutsford community had moved on.

In was felt generally that if the Town Council were sending the Mayor to represent the town, that the Town Twinning Committee should be rekindled.
Resolved that the Town Council pay the Town Mayors expenses of £166.79 in relation to travel to Montmorency. 

09/0190
CHESHIRE EAST UPDATE

Cheshire East Councillor Wilkinson reported on the budget now set by Cheshire East Council for 2010/11.

Cllr Wilkinson reported that funding for a LAP manager was now available and the manager appointed.

Cllr Wilkinson advised members that the Cinema facility was a discretionary service and that at some stage it could come under review.

Concern was expressed as to the decision of Cheshire East Council to now allow for disparity in car parking charges between Cheshire East Towns expressing a feeling that it was unfair to the people and businesses of the town.
Cllr Wilkinson agreed to meet with Cllr Heffernan, the police and Cheshire East Highways regarding the parking issues near to the playground and industrial estate on Longridge.
09/0191
TOWN PLAN

Cllr Aldhouse reported that the draft consultation plan was now on members desks and that comment should be fed back either directly to Mr Laurie Burton (Chairman of the Town Plan Steering Group) or through the Town Clerk before 16 March 2010.
Mr Laurie Burton was asked to address the meeting and advised that the report suggested a much stronger role for the Town Council in effecting local issues.

Cllr Gardiner thanked Mr Burton and the remainder of the Town Plan group for their excellent work to date.
09/0192
ACCOUNTS
Resolved that the following accounts be approved totalling £10,582.85
	PAYEE
	PURPORT
	CHEQUE NO
	AMOUNT      £  p

	To Report
MATTHEW JACKSON
	FEBRUARY SALARY
	ACP
	1427.81

	WILL GIBSON
	FEBRUARY SALARY
	ACP
	733.67

	CHESHIRE PENSION FUND
	PENSION CONTRIBUTIONS
	ACP
	707.32

	HM CUSTOMS & EXCISE
BNP PARIBAS

BRITISH TELECOM

To Approve
MATTHEW JACKSON

WILL GIBSON

CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL

CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL

CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL

TECHNO TYPE

KNUTSFORD HOCKEY CLUB

WELCOME COMMUNITY CENTRE

KNUTSFORD OLD FOLKS CLUB

CLAYMORE BUS MACHINES

MATTHEW JACKSON
	INCOME TAX & NAT INSURANCE

¼ COPIER LEASE

¼ MAIN LINE BILL INC PURCHASE OF BT MICRO CCU KIT

POSTAGE

¼ TRAVEL

BY ELECTION - OVER WARD March 09 Cllr Heffernan elected

WALLWOOD Maint per 12

WALLWOOD Maint per 13

OFFICE STATIONERY

GRANTS & DONATIONS 09-10

GRANTS & DONATIONS 09-10

JUBILEE HALL Feb Rental

¼ COPIER USEAGE

TRAVEL


	ACP
DDR

2554

sub

2555

2556
2557

2558

2559

2560

2561

2562

2563

2564

2565

sub


	778.76

517.82

423.88

4589.26

47.80

27.73

4009.12

17.50

17.50

32.55

600.00

1000.00

49.00

157.76

34.63

5993.59




09/0193
MAYORAL ENGAGEMENTS

6 February 2010 
Mayor of Winsford Charity Dinner
7 February 2010 
Lions Club Concert

15 February 2010 
Lord Lt of Cheshire Poppy Awards for cadets

20 February 2010 
Scouts Gang Show

26 February 2010 
Funeral of Mr Geoff Gough

09/0194
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no public questions 







TOWN MAYOR

