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Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday 6 June 2011 
11/0020
PRESENT 

Cllr S A Gardiner (Town Mayor)
Cllr Mrs V Davies (Deputy Town Mayor)
Cllr Ms B H Coan 

Cllr P D Coan

Cllr A Dean
Cllr Ms B Emmett 

Cllr N R Forbes 

Cllr J Goodrich 

Cllr M J Houghton

Cllr S G Hutchence

Cllr G Lasham
Cllr A Malloy 

Cllr C Nicholson

Cllr Mrs J A Nicholson
Cllr P S Raynes
Also in attendance 
V Gresley-Jones, Administration Assistant
Cllr Olivia Hunter Cheshire East Councillor

11/0021
CHAIRMANS ADDRESS
The Chairman Cllr Stewart Gardiner thanked all Councillors and members of the public for attending. 
11/0022
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
No apologies
11/0023
DECLARATIONS OF MEMBER’S INTERESTS
Cllr S. Gardiner declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 15 Accounts (Mayor Allowance & RBL Dinner) on account of being the recipient.  Cllr Hutchence declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 15 (Mayoral Allowance & RBL dinner) on account of being the partner of the Town Mayor.
11/0024
MINUTES
Resolved  that the Minutes from the meeting of 16th May 2011 be signed subject to the following amendments:

(i) Item 11/0009 Mayoral allowance that Cllr Hutchence also left the room for this agenda item, and returned when the Mayor returned.

(ii) Item 11/0010 - Barbara Austin is to be deleted from the ‘Environment Committee’ and Peter Coan be added.

(iii) Item 11/0019 Public Questions Mrs Bill Gore  is to be Corrected to Mr.

(iv) Item 11/0008 Outgoing Mayor Typo in the title is to be corrected.

(v) Item 11/0010 Omission public bodies, The P.C.T (Primary Care Trust) combined Knutsford Doctors’ surgeries panel and the Election of the Knutsford Town Council Representative as Cllr Neil Forbes.

11/0025
TOWN CLERKS REPORT
Nothing Reported.
11/0026
REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS ATTENDING EXTERNAL MEETINGS
A report was received from Cllr V Davies on Cheshire East’s “Sustainable Towns Network Meeting’s on Wednesday 13th April.11am-1pm and 2pm -4.30pm

Reported: Town and Parish Councils are to be briefed in June on the Local development Frameworks with Community drop in sessions to develop proposals.

Reported: Each Town is to have a Sustainable Towns Framework Document and Knutsford Town Council will be consulted by the end of July.

Reported: “Love Local Life Loyalty Card’ has been introduced to Macclesfield and it is hoped this will be introduced into Knutsford soon.

Reported: The Congleton Expo 2011 took place from 24th May  

A report was received from Cllr A. Dean on the ‘Cheshire Quality Forum’ attended on 26th May 2011. 

Cllr Dean gave an overview of “Participatory budgeting” and lessons learned due to lack of public engagement from ’Winsford Town Council’.

Recommended: that a “Participatory Budgeting Pack” is acquired and that a similar version, possibly involving the High School is considered when further detail was known.
Recommended: that further contacts be established with Congleton Town Council as they were to be the first to undertake the Transfer of services.

11/0027
FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES
Cllr N. Forbes, chairman reported on the findings of the Finance Committee on 23rd May 2011.

Reported: Cllr Neil Forbes was elected as chairman and Cllr Barbara Coan as deputy.

Reported: The committee considered a quotation for an insurance valuation for 60 King Street both tenanted and unoccupied.

Reported:  The committee reviewed the existing terms of reference and made an addition: that it reports progress or otherwise, of its previous recommendations that have been approved and resolved by the committee for ongoing action.

Reported: The Committee had elected members to its internal working groups:

(i) Internal Audit

(ii) Economic Regeneration

(iii) The Council’s Website design and build.

(iv) Business as Usual Information and Communications Technology.
Reported: The External audit report demonstrated a year on year improvement with nothing serious to report.
Noted: The Committee considered and appointed a surveyor for the property assets which may transfer to the Town Council from Cheshire East Borough Council in April 2012. (In line with the previous resolution, for there to be no, financial ‘net cost’)

Reported: 1 Grant application had been considered and declined due to its location outside the Parish Boundary.

Reported: Returning to the council’s existing property, members considered in camera matters of a commercially sensitive nature.  Members are to familiarise themselves with these matters once the minutes are approved.
Reported: The External audit report demonstrated a year on year improvement with nothing serious to report.
Reported: The committee reviewed the Council Year to date accounts and projected spending is in line with budgets
11/0028
PLANNING AND LICENCING
Cllr P. Raynes gave a report on the planning decisions
Reported: 20 applications considered to date

Reported: Details available on the Website
11/0029
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE COUNCIL SURGERIES
Cllr J. Nicholson; reported that there was no actual public attendance at the ‘Council Surgery’ on Sat 2nd June, but they had sought public opinion from known visitors to the Library.  
Reported: 3 complaints had been received; one with relation to trees, which had been reported onward to Cheshire East, one about airport noise compensation which had been responded to, and the third in relation to the signage for Chelford Car Boot sale.

11/0030
LOCAL AREA PARTNERSHIP - POT HOLES, LINEAGE OR SIGNAGE
Received verbal: Cllr V. Davies; reported on the Local Area Partnership (LAP) Management Group meeting and the potential increase in available funds from £46,000 to £60,000 for repairs to Potholes, Lineage or Signage for the whole Knutsford Area.
Resolved: that Councillor’s draw up a list of potential projects, for their respective wards, providing as much information as possible i.e. photographic, descriptions.  To be sent to the Town Clerk no later than Monday 27th June for onward transition to ‘Cheshire East Highways’.
Recommended: That as there was a separate central government budget for pot holes, that they be reported via the Cheshire East Website.

11/0031   
NAME BADGES FOR COUNCILLORS
Details of ‘name badges’, as ordered previously by the Council from ‘Tiffany Badges’ were provided.

Cllr Andrew Molloy abstained from voting on this item.

Resolved: That badges be ordered for the new Council members.

11/0032
 DELIVERY OF AGENDA PAPERS
It was proposed by Cllr J Nicholson that Hard Copy format be issued to all members of a Committee, and soft copy via email to the remaining councillors, in order to reduce printing and postage overheads.
Resolved: that committee members to receive hard copy of all papers with non committee members receiving an electronic copy of the agenda and minutes with any required hard copy being requested from the Town Clerks office
Resolved: That ‘confidential paper’s’, be hardcopy and watermarked confidential, on each individual page. 

11/0033
PERIODS OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Resolved: That two periods of public participation be adopted, the first early in the meeting lasting no more than 10 minutes and a second at the end of the meeting lasting no more than 5 minutes to raise any matters not previously discussed at that meeting.
Noted: That this structure could as detailed in the Standing Order be reviewed in 6 months 

Resolved: That Meeting Agenda be displayed on the Council Notice board

Resolved: That the Clerk to publish a public participation press release in Knutsford Guardian 
11/0034
ADDITIONAL MEMBERS TO COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Resolved: That Cllr B Coan be elected as an additional member of the Planning committee to fill a vacancy carried over from the Annual Meeting of the Council.

11/0035           REPORT FROM A REPRESENTATIVE OF CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL

Cllr Olivia Hunter gave a progress report from Cheshire East
Reported: That Cheshire East reviewed their ‘Alfresco Policy’ and leaflets would be distributed to all Knutsford businesses.

Reported: That clearance of the blocked grids in the Old Market Place and King Street was being hampered by cars parking on top of the grids.  Cheshire East gave assurances they would address this in the near future.

Reported: Lamp posts on Ruskin Way and the immediate area are due to be painted in the next 4-6 weeks.

Reported: A litter bin had now been installed on ‘Middlewalk’.
Reported: There was an ongoing process to eliminate Japanese Knotweed

Reported: A police presence had been requested, for ‘Bexton Lane’ and ‘Black Hill Lane’, further traffic calming measures were still to be discussed to the reduce motorist speeding issue.
Reported: Knutsford Tip had changed their operational hours to Sat evening to avoid the compression noise on Sunday morning.

Reported: Cheshire Peaks and Plains had been contacted re; messy grass areas

Reported: Property at No 2 Sparrow lane had become an issue again.
It was agreed that Cllr O Hunter be invited to the next Environment Committee, or if unable to attend to furnish Cllr J Nicholson (Chairman of the Environment Committee) with the details relating to Sparrow Lane.

11/0036 
ACCOUNTS

		KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL

		
		ORDER FOR PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

		
		Local Government Act 1972 Section 150(5)

		
				
	PAYEE

	PURPORT

	CHEQUE

	AMOUNT  £


	To Report

			
	Cheshire Pension Fund

	May Salary

	DD

	712.46


	HMRC

	May Salary

	DD

	653.72


	M. Jackson

	May Salary

	DD

	1742.74


	V Gresley-Jones

	May Salary

	DD

	507.20


	BT

	Internet Services 1 May-31 Jul 11

	DD

	90.00


	BT

	Phone -Calls 25 Feb - 26 May/ Rental 1 May - 31 July 11
	DD

	75.97


				
				3782.09


				
	Royal British Legion

	RBL Dinner 

	2774

	40.00


	S. Gardiner

	Mayoral Allowance

	2775

	500.00


	Stephen Edwards Electical Ltd

	PAT Testing

	2776

	67.20


	UKOS

	Printer Paper

	2777

	264.00


	Claymore Businerss Machines Ltd

	Photocopier useage 

	2778

	213.07


	Techno Type

	office Stationery

	2779

	12.42


				
				1096.69


				
		Previously

		96720.75


		this meeting

		4878.78


		TOTAL

		101599.53



	
	
	

	
	
	


10/0037
MAYORAL DUTIES

The Mayor Reported he had attended the following ‘Mayoral Engagements’ from 16th May to 4th June Inclusive.

May 17th ‘Knutsford District Scouts AGM’ at the Bowling Club, where he was made Hon Vice-President.
May 18th‘Cheshire East’s Mayor Making Ceremony’, held at Tatton Park.

May 24th Knutsford Rotary Club Charter Dinner’ at the Cotton’s Hotel.
May 25th Knutsford Inner Wheel’s, ‘Blooming Great Tea Party’

May 27th Knutsford Musical Theatre Group (formerly known as KAOS) joint Concert with Northwich and Frodsham in memory of the late Ann Hooker.
May 30th Knutsford Lions Annual Victorian Street Fayre where he judged the Best Stall and Costume.

June 1st ‘RHS Liaison Meeting’ at Tatton Park where it was noted the police will no longer be responsible for the traffic management of this event, instead it would be policed by a private firm, S.E.P.

June 2nd ‘Unveiled the Mosaic Fat Bird on the Moor.

June 2nd ‘Royal British Legion Dinner’ at Toft Cricket Club.

June 3rd ‘Cheshire Riding for the disabled Event’ held at New Barn Farm Chelford, where he presented rosettes.
10/0038
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mrs Charlotte Peters Rock referred to agenda item 12, and proposed that the layout of the meeting room be altered so that Councillors did not have their backs to the public. 
Mrs Charlotte Peters Rock requested that the Council consider a change to the layout for the next Town Council Meeting.

Mrs Charlotte Peters Rock proposed the idea of creating a memorial to the late Laurie Burton, at the roundabout at Canute place to be planted in his memory.

It was agreed that this matter be referred to the ‘Environment Committee’, for consideration, discussion and Mrs Peters Rock invited to attend.

Mr David Heffernan requested assistance in raising funds for a Skate Park as detailed in the Town Plan.
It was agreed that this be referred to the ‘Environment Committee’ for their consideration and Mr Heffernan invited to attend.

Mrs Mable Taylor addressed the council on the matter of the temporary closure of Tatton ward and Bexton Court and the need for facilities in Knutsford, not at Macclesfield Hospital.  She requested that the Town Council consider approaching the overview and scrutiny committee as the longer the town waited the more likely the closure may be permanent.  Mrs Taylor made reference to the fact that they were the previously most occupied in the area. 
It was agreed that the matter be included on the agenda for the next Town Council meeting.
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