



KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment Committee held on 21 November 2011 

EC11/0076	Present 

Cllr Mrs J Nicholson (Chair)
Cllr T Dean
Cllr S Gardiner
Cllr C Nicholson
Cllr P Coan 
Cllr Mrs V Davies
Cllr A Malloy 

Also in attendance
S McQuade, Town Clerk 

EC11/0077	Apologies

Cllr S Hutchence (Pers Business)
Cllr B Emmett (Pers Business)
Cllr B Coan (Pers Business)

EC11/0078	Declarations of interest

None

EC11/0079	MINUTES

Resolved[footnoteRef:1]: That the minutes of the meetings held on 17 and 31 October be accepted as a true record subject to it being noted: [1:  Cllr Gardiner did not vote on the approval of the minutes from 31 October as he was not present at the meeting.] 

· EC11/0066 that ‘Stewart’ is replaced with ‘Gardiner’ and that the resolution is amended to include the request that the Town Clerk also seek advice from the Charity Commission.
· EC11/0068 that Cllr Malloy had voted against the resolution.

EC11/0080	To provide an update from the Christmas Lights Subcommittee

In the absence of Cllr B Coan, Cllr Gardiner provided an update confirming that the plans for Christmas were well advanced and on track. An operational briefing would take place in the week of 28th November to confirm the programme and other practical arrangements.
	
EC11/0081	To note a report from the Town Centre Manager

The Town Centre Manager was unable to attend the meeting and the matters were deferred until the next meeting.

EC11/0082	To consider an application from Knutsford in Bloom and make recommendations to the Finance and General Purposes Committee

Resolved – To recommend to Finance and General Purposes Committee that the application be approved provided that the necessary information in accordance with the grant application form is supplied.

Cllr Mrs Nicholson expressed her thanks on behalf of the Committee to all who had contributed to the success of the horticultural arrangements throughout the Town over the past year.

EC11/0083	To receive an update on proposals from the Town Plan Group to provide town maps at strategic locations around the Town.

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders while Mr Bill Gore explained the proposals and took questions (Standing Orders were then restored after the item). The proposals were to explore the costs of providing six maps at various locations around the Town. This action is fully in line with a task in the Town Plan. The nature of the maps would be in keeping with the surrounding areas and constructed in such a way as to minimise the potential impact of accidental or deliberate damage. The total cost was estimated as being in the region of £3k. The Environment Committee would be asked to approve the following prior to committing any funds:

1. The way in which the information is to be presented.
2. The nature of the installations and their construction.
3. The location of the signs.

Resolved – That the Town Plan Group goes ahead with investigating the proposal and firming up the project costs.

Cllrs P Coan and A Malloy were asked to liaise with the group and assist in developing proposals acceptable to the Committee. 

EC11/0084	To receive an update on the provision of public seating in the Town.

Resolved: That costed proposals be presented to the next meeting for the installation of new or replacement benches to recognise the service of two former Councillors.

EC11/0085	To receive an update on matters related to Cottonshop Yard

The Chairman explained the previous history surrounding the works undertaken at the location and the past inability to identify someone as responsible for the upkeep of the cobbled surface which was now in a poor state of repair.

Resolved: That the Council undertake emergency repairs to reduce the risk of injury and that the Clerk contact Cheshire East Council seeking a long term solution to the problem and potentially restricting access to the area for vehicular traffic.

EC11/0086	To update the Committee on the support provided by the Community Payback Team

The Chairman informed Members that as yet no work had been undertaken so far, but the work would be done in due course and then on an ongoing basis.

EC11/0087	Date of next meeting

The next meeting will take place on 16 January 2012.
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
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