
KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment Committee held on 21 March 2011 
EC10/0095
PRESENT 
Cllr Mrs J Nicholson (Chairman)
Cllr Ms B S Austin 
Cllr Ms B Coan 
Cllr P Coan 
Cllr Mrs V Davies 
Cllr S Gardiner 
Cllr Mrs J T Want 
Cllr L A Want
Also in attendance
M. Jackson, Town Clerk 
Ms D Smith, Town Centre Manager
EC10/0096
APOLOGIES
Cllr J.K Holbrook (Personal Business)
EC10/0097
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Davies declared a personal interest in items 8 & 11 relating to the Olympic Themed Partnership Festival and the National Playday being Chairman of the Friends of the Moor Group.
EC10/0098
MINUTES

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting 21 February 2011 be approved subject to the following amendments.
EC10/0084. Ms D Smith (Town Centre Manager) was in attendance.
EC10/0089 Marcliff Drive to be corrected to read Marcliff Grove

EC10/0092 to be corrected to indicate that Mr Charles Watson contacted Cllr Nicholson and not vice versa.
EC10/0099
SPARROW LANE
Cllr Austin gave a brief update, progress appears to be moving forward with local residents and the empty house project run by Cheshire East Council working together.
EC10/0100
MOOR POOL UPDATE
Cllr Gardiner advised members that a meeting had taken place since the last time the committee had met, regrettably the representative from Cheshire Wildlife Trust, around whose availability the meeting had been arranged, had been unable to attend. It was planned to set up a further meeting when it was hoped that the Cheshire Wildlife Trust representative would be available to attend.
EC10/0101
JOAN LEACH MBE MEMORIAL
The Town Clerk gave an update on his dealings with Cheshire East Council regarding the planting of a tree in the Council Office grounds in memory of Joan Leach MBE.
Resolved that the Town Clerk contact Mr Martin Leach and suggest the planting of a Crab Apple Tree accompanied by a plaque and then subject to agreement, to progress.

EC10/0102
PARKING OUTSIDE SCHOOLS
The Town Clerk advised members that he had been contacted by Bexton School and Knutsford High School following the letter sent on behalf of the committee. Members were advised of action being taken on the corner of Higher Downs and Manor Park South in the form of bollards.

Resolved that James Howard (Cheshire East Car Parking Officer) be invited to a future meeting of the committee to discuss parking issues outside Knutsford Schools. 
EC10/0103
OLYMPIC THEMED PARTNERSHIP FESTIVAL
This matter had been referred to the committee by the Full Council. Cllr Davies advised that it was now unlikely that the festival would tie in with the National Playday in 2011. It was felt that the Town Council should initiate an event for 2012.
Resolved that Gill O’Hare be contacted and that a meeting be set up early in the new Mayoral year and that the inaugural meeting be chaired by a representative of the Environment Committee and that invitations be sent to representatives of sport and leisure clubs in the town. It was agreed that the group when assembled should determine the nature of the event.
EC10/0104
HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY
Cllr Gardiner spoke on the benefits of considering the undertaking of a Housing needs survey to identify not only the requirement for housing but also the nature of the housing required. Some concern was expressed that the Town Council do not duplicate the work of the Town Plan and of the Local Development Framework which will be looking at individual town elements in its next phase. It was felt that there was merit in revisiting this item at the next meeting of the committee and in inviting a Housing Officer from Cheshire East Council..

EC10/0105
RUBBISH BINS

Members reported on concerns regarding the provision of adequate numbers of rubbish bins in and around the town. The Town Clerk referred to a request from a member of the public for additional bins to be considered around the Heath whilst members made specific reference for the need for rubbish bins at Paradise Green and Barnfields.

Resolved that a list of these sites be sent to Caroline Griffiths at Cheshire East Council and a request for good quality rubbish bins be made.

EC10/0106
NATIONAL PLAYDAY

Cllr Davies advised that Mr Charles Watson would be organising the event this year and that it was her understanding that the Town Council would be asked to have a stand and to use it to promote the Town Councils work and local democracy.
EC10/0107
TOWN CENTRE MANAGERS REPORT
Resolved that a letter be sent to the Environmental Health Department at Cheshire East Council suggesting that 93 King Street be boarded up on safety grounds.

Resolved that the committee support to relocation of the old MBC Noticeboard to the library.
The Town Centre Manager was asked to investigate the maintenance of the Booths Garden, the Canute Square roundabout signage and the removal of unnecessary street signage

EC10/0108
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

18th April 2011










COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

