
KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment Committee held on 20 September 2010 
EC10/0036
PRESENT 
Cllr Mrs J Nicholson 
Cllr P Coan 
Cllr Ms B Coan 
Cllr J.K Holbrook 

Cllr Ms B S Austin 

Cllr S Gardiner
Cllr D.A Heffernan
Cllr Mrs J T Want 
Cllr L A Want 
Also in attendance
Cllr V Davies  
M. Jackson, Town Clerk 
Ms D Smith, Town Centre Manager
EC10/0037
APOLOGIES
None

EC10/0038
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Davies declared a personal interest in agenda item 10 being the chairman of the ‘Friends of the Moor’ and a member of Cheshire Wildlife Trust..
EC10/0039
MINUTES

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting 19 July 2010 be approved. 
EC10/0040
SPARROW LANE
Cllr Austin reported that the legal route had run its course for now and that the Town Council had very little scope to take any further action at this time. It was agreed that the item should remain on the agenda for the time being.
EC10/0041
KNUTSFORD IN BLOOM GROUP REPORT
Cllr Austin as a representative on the Knutsford In Bloom group referred members to a document produced by Yvonne Bancroft, Chairman of Knutsford In Bloom, following her meeting with Cheshire East officers.
It was agreed that Yvonne Bancroft be invited to the next meeting of the Environment Committee to bring the members up to speed with latest actions and future plans.
EC10/0042
CHRISTMAS UPDATE
The Chairman of the Christmas Lights Sub – Committee gave an update on the workings of the Committee advising that Phil Jagielka had agreed to switch on the Christmas Lights, that the event would take place on 2 December and that a Christmas Market would also be held on the same day.
EC10/0043
CHRISTMAS CARD

Resolved that this item be deferred to Spring 2011.

EC10/0044
KNUTSFORD IN BLOOM TROPHIES
Discussion took place as to the use of the Knutsford In Bloom trophies issued prior to 2010.
Resolved that the Town Council work with the Knutsford In Bloom group to encourage the reinstatement of a formal award event attended by the Town Mayor in future years.

EC10/0045
ECONOMIC RECOVERY
Members considered a number of ideas for economic recovery as referred to them by the Finance and General Purposes Committee notably
· Consider the feasibility of a monthly market on King Street.

· Consider the concept of introducing street furniture with integral advertising space.

· Consider town centre information boards adjacent to car park payment stations.

· Consider extending the Museum in the Street concept

· Consider the cleaning of vacant shop fronts

 Discussion took place as to the suitability of the existing farmers market site, the need to consider information boards in the town following the closure of the Tourist Information Centre and the concerns over the presentation of the empty shop units.

Resolved that a working group be set up to consider the ideas referred to the committee for the working group to report back to the Environment Committee.The members of the working group to be Cllrs P Coan, Ms B Coan, D Heffernan and Miss J Holbrook.
EC10/0046
MOOR POOL

Members discussed the issues surrounding the Moor Pool, Cllr Gardiner explained that the Friends of the Moor group had come to the Town Council as they felt that they had taken the matter as far as they could without a mandate.

Discussion centred around the need to reinstate the channel through the reed beds and to work with the interested  agencies involved.

Resolved that a working group be set up consisting of Cllrs L A Want, Mrs Nicholson, Ms B Coan, Mrs Davies, P Coan,  and Gardiner to engage with these issues and work towards a solution. It was agreed that the working group invite additional members from outside the Town Council to join the group. The group to report back to the Environment Committee.
EC10/0047
PUBLIC TOILETS
Concern was expressed that the public toilets in the town were often closed when town centre events were staged. Diane Smith, Town Centre Manager explained that the town had 3 sets of public toilets, that this was more than similar sized towns elsewhere in Cheshire East and that they were open throughout the week other than on Sundays when only one block was opened. The Town Centre Manager advised that any group organising an event in the town and requesting the toilets to be opened are facilitated in their request.
Discussion continued as to the operational limitations of the public toilets on Northwich Road which run dry of water over a period of sustained use and the responsibilities of organising groups to provide portaloos dependant upon the scale of the event. Concern was expressed as to the condition of the public toilets with one operative servicing all of the public toilets in the Macclesfield area. It was suggested that if only one toilet block was opened on a Sunday then this should be the block on King Street Car Park and that the other two blocks should be signed to direct people to King Street Car Park on Sundays.

EC10/0048
TOWN CENTRE MANAGERS REPORT

The Town Centre Manager advised members that there was no longer a Cheshire East Council budget available to refurbish the benches in the town centre. The Town Centre Manager advised that the spraying of Japanese Knotweed by Ruskin Court was imminent and The Town Clerk was asked to pass on to Simon Davies at Cheshire East Highways the need to tackle Japanese Knotweed located on Moorside Road and Drury Lane. The Town Centre manager advised that additional dropped curbs were being installed within the town. Attention turned to the damage caused to the grass verge 
on the corner of Higher Downs and Manor Park South facing St Vincent’s School and it was felt that double yellow lines on the corner preventing cars from parking would alleviate the need for the bus to drive across the verge and aid traffic enforcement.
EC10/0049
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Next meeting was scheduled for 18 October 2010.










COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

