
KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment Committee held on 20 June 2011 
EC11/0001
PRESENT 
Cllr Mrs J Nicholson 
Cllr Ms B Coan 
Cllr P Coan 
Cllr Mrs V Davies
Cllr T Dean

Cllr Mrs B Emmett 
Cllr S Gardiner
Cllr S Hutchence

Cllr A Malloy 
Cllr C Nicholson

Also in attendance
M. Jackson, Town Clerk 
Ms D Smith, Town Centre Manager
Cllr J Goodrich

EC11/0002
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Resolved that Cllr Mrs Nicholson be elected unopposed.
EC11/0003
APOLOGIES
None
EC11/0004
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None
EC11/0005
MINUTES

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting 18 April 2011 be approved 
EC11/0006
JAMES HOWARD
The Town Centre Manager advised that James Howard sent his apologies but stressed that he was keen to attend a future meeting to discuss parking issues.
EC11/0007
CHANGE ORDER OF THE AGENDA
Resolved that item 10 relating to the skateboard park be brought forward
EC11/0008
SKATEBOARD PARK
The committee welcomed Mr David Heffernan to the meeting. Mr Heffernan gave some background to the campaign to create a new skateboard park facility in Knutsford and issued a report detailing the public support identified and the endorsement of Cheshire East Council, Cheshire Police and the Knutsford Town Plan. Mr Heffernan identified the benefits to Knutsford and gave an overview of possible sites. Members questioned Mr Heffernan on the required size of a park, the capital costs and ongoing costs and the nature of the support given to date by Cheshire East Council. Members also enquired as to the longevity of the project and its ability to be multiuse along with the anticipated hours of use.  Mr Heffernan explained that he was looking for support from the Town Council to help with making funding bids, in helping secure land and in giving an endorsement.
Resolved that a joint consultative committee be formed comprising three/four members of the Environment Committee, one member of the Town Plan, Mr Heffernan and one other sitting with Mr Heffernan to look into the formulation of a properly constituted group to consider the viability and report back to the Environment Committee.

Resolved that Cllrs C Nicholson, P Coan, Ms B Coan and A Malloy be asked to sit on this group.
EC11/0009
SPARROW LANE
The Town Clerk reported that Cheshire East Cllr Hunter was unable to attend the meeting but that he had spoken with her to identify the latest issues. The Town Clerk also advised that he had communicated concerns to Ian Bunn at Cheshire East Council and that a council officer from building control had been arranged to visit site at the end of last week.
EC11/0010
CHANGE ORDER OF THE AGENDA
Resolved that item 11 relating to Canute Place roundabout be brought forward
EC11/0011
CANUTE PLACE ROUNDABOUT / LAURIE BURTON
Cllr C Nicholson reported on discussions with Cheshire East Council following a request made by Mrs Charlotte Peters Rock at the Town Council Meeting on 6th June. Cllr Nicholson advised that Health and Safety issues prevented volunteers working on the roundabout, that planting schemes were already in place for the near future and that renaming the roundabout from its official name of ‘Manchester Road Roundabout’ would be complex and costly. 
The meeting was adjourned for a few minutes to allow Mrs Charlotte Peters Rock to address the members by resolution.

When the meeting was reinstated by resolution suggestions of alternative ways to remember Laurie Burton were made by members including using Wallwood, Town Centre planters, ‘Welcome to Knutsford’ signs the possibility of naming a new road.
EC11/0012
JOAN LEACH MBE
The Town Clerk reported that the type of tree was now agreed with the family but that the precise location was still awaiting confirmation with Kathy Swindells (Cheshire East Council)
EC11/0013
KNUTSFORD IN BLOOM
Cllr Ms B Coan advised that as one of the representative of the Town Council on the Knutsford In Bloom Group, she was pleased to hear through the newspaper what was going on but that she needed more contact with the group advising that as she hadn’t been invited to a meeting she had little to report.

Concern was expressed by members that better communication was needed to ensure transparency.

Resolved that the Town Clerk request that the Chairman of the Knutsford In Bloom Group call a meeting of the group with the Town Council’s representatives present within the next month and that if this does not occur, that The Chairman be asked to attend the next meeting of the Environment Committee.

EC11/0014
EMBRACE THE GAMES FESTIVAL
Resolved that a working group be formed and that the following members be chosen to report back to the committee with a proposal, Cllrs Dean, Mrs Davies, Ms Coan and C Nicholson.
EC11/0015
WALLWOOD EXPENDITURE
The Town Clerk advised members of emergency expenditure in the month of £210 relating to fallen branches in Wallwood.

EC11/0016
TOWN CENTRE MANAGERS REPORT
The Town Centre Manager gave an update on the following issues previously raised
· Japanese Knotweed on Ruskin Way –to report back

· The need for directional signage in Ashworth Park – being looked into by Andrew Russell (CE)

· The need to repair the bench at the entrance to Tatton Park (Mereheath Drive side) and on the junction of Manor Park South and Thorneyholme Drive- CE do not have a budget for this and suggested that the Town Council could consider acting directly regarding this matter.

· Consider the removal of the chain-link fence and posts along Mobberley Road – TCM to write to the Housing Association

· Lighting in Argyle Court – Neil Ditchfield CE the ornate lamp at the top of the Lemon Tree steps is Cheshire East maintained and that this will be dealt with however no additional lighting provision is currently being made anywhere in Cheshire East.

Additional issues raised included

· The clearance of drains in Egerton Square and along King Street.

· The extension of the 30mph limit along Manchester Road and the addition of elderly people signs

· The need to relocate the pedestrian crossings on the Manchester Road roundabout

· The need for parking restrictions in the lay-by forward of the new Waitrose unit.

· The need for replacement cobbles in Red Cow Yard (identified as being private)

· The failure of the street lights on Toft Road between the Police Station and Manchester Road roundabout

· The need for greater enforcement of parking restriction in the town

· The request for a bus shelter outside Oakwood and Beechwood on Tabley Road

· The damage to street signs on Hillside, Coppice Grove and Ruskin Way.

EC11/0017
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will take place on 18 July 2011.










COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

