

KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment Committee held on 19 September 2011 

EC11/0042	PRESENT 

Cllr Mrs J Nicholson (Chair)
Cllr T Dean
Cllr Mrs B Emmett 
Cllr S Gardiner
Cllr S Hutchence
Cllr C Nicholson
Also in attendance
M. Jackson, Town Clerk 
Ms D Smith, Town Centre Manager

EC11/0043	APOLOGIES

Cllr P Coan 
Cllr Ms B Coan 
Cllr Mrs V Davies
Cllr A Malloy 

EC11/0044	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

EC11/0045	MINUTES

Resolved that the minutes of the meetings dated 18 July 2011 be accepted.

EC11/0046	SPARROW LANE
	
Cllr Gardiner advised members that he had received an update from CE Councillor Hunter who had attended a site meeting the previous week.

CE Officers had advised CE Councillor Hunter that the works to date were acceptable and that there was nothing else they could do based on the current situation. Cllr Hunter had requested this opinion in writing.

Cllr Gardiner explained that the residents may wish to seek a civil action. 

EC11/0047	EMBRACE THE GAMES

Cllr Dean updated members on the LAP meeting held on 13 September. Cllr Dean advised members of the LAP area assembly at the Leisure Centre on 26 October when an activity fair was being organised by local voluntary groups.

Cllr Dean advised of a schools competition to design a torch and marching banner that would be judged on 26 October.
Members felt that it was important that the independent school and the Air Cadets/ Sea Cadets / Army Cadets were invited to the activity fair.

EC11/0048	SKATEPARK

Cllr C Nicholson advised that a meeting had taken place and that only three members had attended. During the meeting Cllr Nicholson had made it clear that the Town Council had not given a green light to this proposal and reported that the group had agreed that the facility under consideration be a multipurpose park. Cllr Nicholson advised that a site on Mobberley Road had already been identified as a site for multi-activity purposes. Cllr Nicholson proposed that in light of the transfer of services and assets project, the work of the skatepark group be deferred for 6 months.

Cllr Hutchence commented that if there was a site already identified by Great Places for leisure development and that economies of scale might be enjoyed by a joint venture.

Resolved that the work of the skatepark group be deferred for six months to enable further fact finding to be carried out.


EC11/0049	KNUTSFORD IN BLOOM (KIB)

Cllr C Nicholson stated that KIB should be congratulated on the work they had done over the past few months. A request had been made to him requesting however that the colours be made more vibrant in future years. The colour scheme could be agreed with all parties during the annual planning phase. 

Cllr Nicholson expressed concern that the memorial area for Miss Bloor could have been better kept and that the area could be improved in the future.

Cllr Gardiner advised that there was nothing to stop KIB from expanding its portfolio of beds and planters as long as it could cope effectively with the workload.

Cllr Dean requested that the report from the In Bloom Group be sent to members with the agenda pack in future.

Resolved that future reports would be circulated with the minutes, that KIB be complimented for all the hard work over the summer and that KIB be asked to include the nominated Town Council representatives in all dialogues with Cheshire East Council.

EC11/0050	GROW

Cllr J Nicholson advised that a meeting had been held with GROW where they had been hopeful of being able to support improvement work. A subsequent site visit however indicated that the areas concerned would not give sufficient benefit to the disabled volunteers and therefore couldn’t match their requirements.

Discussion turned to the possible use of the Community Payback Scheme.

Resolved that the LAP manager be invited to attend the next meeting of the Committee.

EC11/0051	TERMS OF REFERENCE

The Town Clerk advised that he felt there would be benefit in extending the scope of the Christmas – Sub Committee to embrace events throughout the year and suggested that the members consider making a recommendation to the Town Council to change the Terms of Reference of the Environment Committee and to subsequently adopt the draft Terms of Reference for a newly named Events Sub- Committee.

Likely events were identified by members as Embrace the Games, Music Festivals, Literary Festivals and Seasonal Markets.

Resolved that a recommendation be made to the Town Council that the draft terms of reference prepared by the Clerk be adopted and that the committee adopt the draft terms of reference for an Events Sub- Committee.



EC11/0052	QUEENS DIAMOND JUBILEE

Cllr J Nicholson advised that she had been approached by the Scouts for the support of the Town Council in getting a beacon in the town to commemorate the Queens Diamond Jubilee. Cllr Nicholson advised that they were not seeking financial support but support in getting the idea off the ground.

Resolved that the Committee write to Mr Brooks advising that the Town Council fully supports a beacon on the Heath and would request his co-operation.

The idea of providing Jubilee mugs to primary school children was discussed. 

Resolved that the Committee would consider making a request to the Finance and General Purposes Committee when setting its budget for 2011/12.

Cllr Gardiner suggested that a Jubilee Gate to the Moor be considered along similar lines to the Gaskell Gate installed a couple of years ago. Cllr Gardiner suggested launching a public subscription to pay for the gate and offered to report back possible costs to the next meeting.


EC11/0053	TOWN CENTRE MANAGERS REPORT

The Town Centre Manager advised that Regent Street tenants were lobbying the owners of the street with regard to the poor condition of the paving slabs. It was highlighted that the pavement forward of Waterstones had the same issues.

The matter of A Boards was discussed and members advised that they had been trying to help police the problem. The Town Centre Manager advised that she had spoken at length with Joanne Sadjack who advised that all premises had been advised and that a further enforcement/awareness raising action was planned in the near future.

Members also raised similar concerns regarding banners and fly-posting and the Town Centre Manager advised that these were removed by the Streetscene team from Cheshire East Council.

Cllr Gardiner advised that the contractors responsible for the painting of the double yellow lines outside Waitrose were being called back to place the lines in the correct position.

The Town Centre Manager was advised that the bollards on Higher Downs were now installed and the situation was much improved.

EC11/0054	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will take place on 17 October 2011.
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
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