
KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment Committee held on 18 October 2010 
EC10/0050
PRESENT 
Cllr Mrs J Nicholson 
Cllr P Coan 
Cllr Ms B Coan 
Cllr J.K Holbrook 

Cllr S Gardiner
Cllr D.A Heffernan
Cllr Mrs J T Want 
Cllr L A Want 
Also in attendance
M. Jackson, Town Clerk 
Ms D Smith, Town Centre Manager
Cllr N Forbes

Mrs Y Bancroft

Mr D Bancroft 

EC10/0051
APOLOGIES
Cllr Ms B S Austin (Personal Business)

Cllr Mrs V Davies (Personal Business) 

EC10/0052
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None
EC10/0053
MINUTES

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting 20 September 2010 be approved subject to noting that Cllr Gardiner left the meeting after EC10/0046. 
EC10/0054
SPARROW LANE
This item was deferred until the next meeting
EC10/0055
KNUTSFORD IN BLOOM GROUP REPORT
Yvonne Bancroft, Chairman of Knutsford In Bloom, and Don Bancroft ,Treasurer attended the meeting to update members on achievements to date and future plans. Members were presented with the North West In Bloom portfolio and advised of achievements including the Civic Centre planters, the increased hanging basket numbers on commercial premises, the renovation of the fountain, the creation of the website, the working relationship with the Knutsford Guardian and the planting of 3000 spring bulbs. Looking forward members were advised of the increase in sustainable planting to reduce future costs and plans for a meadow project and projects to tie in with Town festivals such as the Royal May Day celebrations.
Cllr Gardiner asked what the greatest challenges were for the future. Mrs Bancroft advised that whilst the group had engaged with local schools and garden societies the biggest immediate challenge was to increase volunteer numbers, but that earlier difficulties in communicating with Cheshire East Council were now resolved and that the group now had a productive relationship. Cllrs suggested linking up with voluntary organisations such as GROW and Community Payback and considering adopting charity status, members also suggested other funding source such as Manchester Airport for financial benefits. 
Members asked about the organisation of the Knutsford In Bloom competition and Cllr Nicholson asked that the award ceremony involve the Mayor in future.

Members gave a vote of thanks to Mrs Bancroft and the Knutsford In Bloom group. 

EC10/0056
CHRISTMAS UPDATE
The Chairman of the Christmas Lights Sub – Committee gave an update on the workings of the Committee advising that Phil Jagielka had agreed to switch on the Christmas Lights, that the event would take place on 2 December and that a Christmas Market would also be held on the same day between 1.30pm and 8.30pm. Cllr Gardiner advised that spending was in line the net budget having considered the unbudgeted grant now pledged by Cheshire East Council. Members were advised that the Crib would be sited in the Memorial Garden forward of Allen & Appleyards.
EC10/0057
TREE IN MEMORY OF JOAN LEACH MBE
It was proposed that a tree be planted at the Council Offices in memory of Joan Leach MBE to recognise her service to the town. It was suggested that the tree could be decorated with lights at Christmas time.
Resolved that an established fir tree be purchased in memory of Joan Leach MBE along with a plaque and that the Christmas Lights Committee consider providing lights for the tree in 2011.
EC10/0058
GASKELL SOCIETY CORRESPONDENCE
The Town Clerk advised members of a letter received from the Gaskell Society , thanking the Town Council for it assistance in celebrating the Gaskell celebrations. 
EC10/0059
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE BUDGET 2011.12
Resolved that the following recommendations be made to the Finance and General Purposes Committee
	LINE No
	HEAD
	BUDGET 10.11
	PROB 10.11
	BUDGET 2011.12

	0013
	GROUNDS MAINTANENCE
	 
	 
	 

	 
	WALLWOOD GENERAL MAINTENANCE
	2500
	921
	900

	 
	TREE WORKS
	2000
	0
	500

	 
	RIVER LILLY
	2660
	2600
	2600

	
	
	
	
	

	0014
	STREETSCENE
	 
	 
	 

	 
	STREET FURNITURE
	1000
	1000
	4000

	 
	WEED CLEARANCE
	1000
	200
	1000

	 
	MAINTANENCE
	1000
	100
	200

	 
	PHONE BOXES
	601
	601
	600

	
	
	
	
	

	0016
	CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
	18500
	21400
	20000


EC10/0060
TOWN CENTRE MANAGERS REPORT

The Town Centre Manager advised members that she was due to attend a meeting regarding the painting of yellow lines on the junction opposite St Vincent’s School.
Members were advised that Rob Cramer from Cheshire East Highways would be retiring on Friday 22 October and the Town Clerk was asked to write to wish him well.

Cllr Heffernan reported on progress with the skate park on Longridge.
EC10/0061
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Next meeting was scheduled for 15 November 2010.










COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

