
KNUTSFORD TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Environment Committee held on 17 January 2011 
EC10/0073
PRESENT 
Cllr Mrs J Nicholson 
Cllr Ms B S Austin 
Cllr Ms B Coan 
Cllr Mrs V Davies 
Cllr S Gardiner
Cllr Mrs J T Want 
Cllr L A Want
Also in attendance
M. Jackson, Town Clerk 
EC10/0074
APOLOGIES
Cllr P Coan (Business)
Cllr J.K Holbrook (Health) 
Cllr D.A Heffernan (Personal Business)
Ms D Smith, Town Centre Manager
EC10/0075
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Davies declared a personal interest in item 8 relating to the National Playday Event, being Chairman of the Friends of the Moor Group.
EC10/0076
MINUTES

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting 15 November 2010 be approved 
EC10/0077
SPARROW LANE
Cllr Austin gave a brief update, reporting that despite the improved condition now that the gable end has been completed, scaffolding remains an issue for neighbours. The Town Clerk was asked to enquire with Cheshire East Council as to whether they were still monitoring the development.
EC10/0078
PHYSICAL MEMORIAL FOR JOAN LEACH MBE
The Town Clerk reported on his findings regarding Weeping Ash trees, as requested at the previous meeting. It was felt that this would be inappropriate for the intended location.
Resolved that Chris Hudson at Cheshire East Council be contacted regarding the suitability of an apple blossom tree and to gain permission to plant said tree in the Council Office grounds.
EC10/0079
KNUTSFORD IN BLOOM
Cllr Ms Coan advised members of comment received from local residents regarding the planting of the tubs and of her concern that the group was only made up of three people making it a struggle. Cllr L A Want advised that the planting was in line with the sustainable planting advised by the group. Cllr Austin felt that as one of the councils representatives she would be advised by the chairman of the group if difficulties were being experienced but felt that the group should just be allowed to get on with things. Cllr Mrs Want also felt that last years success should give the council the confidence to let the group get on with things. Cllr Gardiner expressed concerns regarding the replacement of plants and the details of the contract between the KIB group and the nursery, the Town Clerk advised that the Town Council had not had a formal replacement agreement in place in the past.

It was agreed that Cllr Mrs Coan, armed with the views of the committee would liaise with the Chairman of KIB and report back at a later meeting.

EC10/0080
CANVAS LOUNGE BUILDING, KING STREET
Concern was expressed regarding the appearance and environmental dangers caused by the deteriorating nature of the building formally occupied by the Canvas Lounge on King Street. The Town Clerk advised that he was trying to track down the agent who he believed to be based in London. Cllr Davies and Cllr Gardiner felt that as a listed building, the owner had an obligation to maintain and that the Conservation Officer powers to enforce.
Resolved that a letter be sent to the Environmental Health department at Cheshire East and a second letter to the Conservation Officer at Cheshire East Council advising of the Town Councils concerns.

EC10/0081
NATIONAL PLAYDAY EVENT

Cllr Davies was asked to explain what the Friends of the Moor meant by partnership in their invitation extended to the Town Council to participate in the 2011 event. It was explained that the greatest assistance would come from individual councillors giving up their time to provide physical assistance in organising and supervising games and events on the day.

Resolved that the Committee Chairman contact Mr Charles Watson advising that the Town Council would like to help in principle and request greater guidance on the role he had in mind, before reporting back.
EC10/0082
TOWN CENTRE MANAGERS REPORT

The Town Centre Manager had sent her apologies. The Town Clerk advised that the Town Centre manager had forwarded details of a new policy governing the use of ‘A’ boards and banners and the new Cheshire East policy was circulated to members.
Resolved that a request be made to Cheshire East Council that all town centre businesses be issued with a flyer regarding the guidelines.
EC10/0083
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Next meeting was scheduled for 21 February 2011










COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

